The Last Sunday after Pentecost, November 22, 2020 10:00 a.m.
Holy Eucharist: Rite Two page 355 in the Book of Common Prayer.
On ZOOM
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82412364013?pwd=bkgwK0QwOXNYcGQzTHl4SFNmSWgvUT09
Meeting ID: 824 1236 4013 Password: 308693
Dial by your location +1 669 900 6833

Opening Hymn: “Crown him with many crowns” Hymnal #494 Verses 1-3

OPENING ACCLAMATION
Presider: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Presider: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE GLORIA (Hymnal 1982 S-280)
(Next Page)

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Presider: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Presider: Let us pray.
Presider: Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your wellbeloved Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth,
divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under his most gracious rule;
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
THE FIRST LESSON

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24

Lector: A Reading from the Book of Ezekiel, Chapter 34, verses 11-16, 20-24.
Thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. As
shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my
sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of
clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the
countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of
Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. I will feed them with good
pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in
good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself will
be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord God. I will seek the
lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the
weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. Therefore, thus says
the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. Because
you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with your horns until
you scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and
I will judge between sheep and sheep. I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David,
and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be their
God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the Lord, have spoken.
Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
PSALM 100 (starts on page 729)
To be read in responsively by whole verse.
Leader: Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *
serve the Lord with gladness and come before his presence with a song.
People: Know this: The Lord himself is God; *
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.
For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.

THE SECOND LESSON

Ephesians 1:15-23

Lector: A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians, chapter 1, verses 15-23.
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this
reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and
revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance
among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe,
according to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all
rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in
this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under his feet and has made him
the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.
Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
THE GOSPEL

Matthew 25:31-46

The Deacon or Presider reads the Gospel.
Minister: The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will
sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate
people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the
sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand,
‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me
clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the
righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food,
or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and
welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in
prison and visited you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to
one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ Then he will say to
those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for
the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave
me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give
me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord,
when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and
did not take care of you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it
to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
Minister: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON: The Rev. Mike Margerum, Deacon
THE NICENE CREED (All in unison) (Page 358)
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

SPECIAL PRAYERS AND BLESSINGS

(Page 830)

51. For a Birthday:
Jason Houston, Austin Mittelstadt, Jason Mittelstadt, Barbara Papadakos, Deb Stiver.
Watch over thy children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever
they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or
sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their heart may thy peace which passes
understanding abide all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
50. For a Birthday (But we are using it for a Wedding Anniversary)
O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants_________
_________ as they begin another year together. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and
grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
Bishop Search Prayer for the Diocese
To be read in unison
Gracious God, our nurturing and guiding parent, we thank you for our Church and for
our family of Churches in our diocese. We ask for your wisdom and direction as we seek a
new Bishop for your family. We ask for your guidance especially for the members of our
Standing Committee, Search Committee, and Transition Committee as they plan, prepare,
and search for a faithful servant who will lead and support us in our ministries. Bless the
servant you will bring to us, and give them clear direction in their discernment; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: FORM III (Page 387)
The Deacon (or other Leader) and People pray responsively.
Leader: Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church;
People: That we all may be one.
Silence
Leader: We pray for all members of the Body of Christ especially
For the Episcopal Church Center Staff,
For Grace-St. Francis Community Church, Lovelock,
For Potter House Christian Fellowship, Sparks.
Leader: Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
People: That your Name may be glorified by all people.
Leader: We pray for: Michael, our Presiding Bishop;
Jim, our assisting Bishop;
and for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
People: That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

Leader: We pray for:
Donald, our President;
Steve, our Governor;
Hillary and Ed, our Mayors;
and for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
People: That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Leader: Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
People: That our works may find favor in your sight.
Leader: We pray for the special needs and concerns of this congregation
especially for Michael, Jori, Janet, Tricia M., Jennifer, Glenn, Marge.
Leader: Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
People: That they may be delivered from their distress.
Leader: We pray for all those who have died, and especially those we now name…
(Pause)
Leader: Give to the departed eternal rest.
People: Let light perpetual shine upon them.
Leader: We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
People: May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Leader: We pray for the safety of Mark, Bradley, Alex, Suzanne and all the men and women,
both in our neighborhoods and worldwide, who with courage wake each day
to keep the peace and protect humanity.
Leader: Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. (Short Pause)
The Presider adds a concluding Collect.
Presider: Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept
the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
CONFESSION OF SIN
Presider: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Presider and People:
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Presider: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life. Amen.
THE PEACE
Presider: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.
THE OFFERING
During this time we make an offering to the church for its mission and it is also a time in which
we fully offer ourselves to be Christ in the world around us.
If mailing in an offering, please remit to:
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church PO BOX 737 Sparks, NV 89432
Or online at: https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/37265

Hymn: “You are my King”
(*Special thanks for Dottie Stufflebeam, James Stufflebeam, Tricia Woodliff, and Tim Miller)
I’m forgiven, because you were forsaken,
I’m accepted, you were condemned,
I’m alive and well, your spirit is within me,
Because you died and rose again.

I’m forgiven, because you were forsaken,
I’m accepted, you were condemned,
I’m alive and well, your spirit is within me,
Because you died and rose again.

I’m forgiven, because you were forsaken,
I’m accepted, you were condemned,
I’m alive and well, your spirit is within me,
Because you died and rose again.

Amazing love, how can it be,
That you my king would die for me,
Amazing love I know it’s true,
Now it’s my joy to honor you,
In all I do, I honor you

Amazing love, how can it be,
That you my king would die for me,
Amazing love I know it’s true,
Now it’s my joy to honor you,
In all I do, I honor you

Amazing love, how can it be,
That you my king would die for me,
Amazing love I know it’s true,
Now it’s my joy to honor you,
In all I do, I honor you
In all I do, I honor you

CCLI Song # 2456623 Billy J. Foote © 1996 worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) For use solely with
the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 2874630

THE HOLY TABLE IS PREPARED (In Silence)
The Deacon or Presider sets the table in preparation for making Eucharist.
THE PRESENTATION
Presider: All things come of thee O Lord.
People: And of thine own have we given thee.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: Prayer A

Page 361

Presider: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Presider: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Presider: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Presider: It is right, and a good and joyful thing always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
SANCTUS
People and Presider:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The Presider continues:
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and when we had fallen into
sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father
of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect
sacrifice for the whole world.
At the following words concerning the bread, the Presider is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; and at the words
concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be
consecrated.
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On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
People and Presider:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
The Presider continues:
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food
and drink of new and unending life in him.
Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ:
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Presider: As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
People and Presider:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The priest breaks the bread.
A period of silence is kept.

Presider: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People:
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
Presider:

The Gifts of God for the People of God.
You are all welcome and belong here at Christ’s table.

COMMUNION TO THE PEOPLE
The Presider places Communion in the hand of those at the altar.
When all have communion in hand, the Presider continues,
saying to the people gathered and the people on Zoom.
Presider: The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven.
People: Amen.
The Presider and the People consume Communion bread together.
Presider: The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation.
People: Amen.
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Presider: Let us pray.
People and Presider:
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE BLESSING
The Presider adds a final blessing
The Wisdom of God, the Love of God, and the Grace of God, strengthen you to be Christ’s hands
and heart in this world, in the name of the Holy Trinity. Amen.
(source: Celtic)
THE DISMISSAL
The Deacon or Presider offers the dismissal.
Minister: Let us bless the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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If you would like to have Holy Communion to consume during the service, please contact the
parish office for details. 775-358-4474 Office@StPaulsSparks.org

Christ the King Sunday

Where all are queens and kings
BY J. DAVEY GERHARD
The Church designates the final Sunday of the Church year as the
Feast of Christ the King, a day in which the united rule of Christ
over all of the universe is celebrated. In many communities, it is a
high feast, with altar guilds preparing white vestments, flower
guilds celebrating God’s glory in elaborate displays, and hymns filled with
alleluias. What a way to end the year, to celebrate stewardship, and to prepare
for Advent!
But before we get too carried away with the grandeur of it all, today’s Gospel
tells a different story about kingship and leadership: It tells of service. Typical of
Jesus, he begins with what we expect — in this case power and triumph – and
turns it upside down and in doing so, reminds us that it is through our ministry
that we increase the role of the Church in our community. True power doesn’t
come through force or wealth or conquest, it is derived from generosity, charity,
and love. We change the hearts and minds of our neighbors by loving them and
serving them.
Throughout this stewardship season we have heard about the mission of our
own churches. You have learned about the ways that your gifts impact the life of
your church and your neighbors. Perhaps this year you met the challenges of a
global pandemic by adapting your worship. Maybe you responded to the needs
of your community by increasing your outreach or your ministry to serve your
neighbors. What is certain is that you had the opportunity to express your love
and your hope for the world through your annual gift to your church.

For reflection
• How is humility a sign of
leadership?
• How did your stewardship
campaign inspire you to
learn more about your
neighbors and their needs?

We seek and serve Christ in all people by serving our neighbors. This is the great commandment of Jesus to his
followers and it is one of the promises we make at our Baptism. When we are asked by those we meet on the
street or those to whom we minister in our communities if we will offer them drink when they thirst, or visit
them when they are lonely, or give them food when they hunger, our answer will be yes! Through our generosity
and our faith, we are called to that same royal line as Jesus, leaders in our communities. Now that is a feast worth
celebrating!
J. Davey Gerhard is the Executive Director of The Episcopal Network for Stewardship, and lives and teaches his faith in San Francisco,
California.
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