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WHO ARE WE?

The Rev. Chip Arnold,
Associate Priest

St. Paul’s is a theologically diverse
community seeking to embrace their
diversity in order to live through the
Gospel of Jesus Christ and be a place
of learning and belonging for all people.

The Rev. Sherryl Netzler,
Assistant Priest for Pastoral Care
The Rev. Mike Margerum, Deacon
The Rev. Linda Smith, Deacon

Summer Worship Hours
Now through September 6th

June 2015

Sundays at 10:00 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.
Thursday Healing Service at 6:00 p.m.
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an opportunity to
become
familiar
with
the prayer book again. Summer worship ends
Labor Day. I am excited to say that, since
Easter we have had many new folks join us!
Welcome! Please be sure to say 'hello' to
someone you don’t recognize, even if you have
seen them during Worship before. You may not
be familiar with all the faces; this is a great time
to get know all that worship at St. Paul’s.

From the Pile on Fr. Kirk’s Desk…
It’s time again for a
Rector’s Book Study.
The book is Searching for
Sunday by Rachel Held Evans.
This book is for both longtime
Episcopalians and for those
who are new and exploring the Episcopal
Church.

Barbara Monroy

Like millions of people, Rachel Held Evans
didn't want to go to church anymore. The
hypocrisy, the politics, the scandals--church
culture seemed so far removed from Jesus.
Yet, despite her cynicism and misgivings,
something kept drawing her back to Church.
And so she set out on a journey to understand
Church and to find her place in it.
Centered around seven sacraments, Evans'
offers a refreshed perspective about baptism,
communion,
confirmation,
confession,
marriage, vocation, and death that are funny,
heartbreaking, and sharply honest.

Outreach Report
Collection jars at the various
Rainbow Market locations
have been a big contributor to
the Food Pantry. Collections
this month totaled $151.82
and the Food Pantry received
other
donations
of
$155.00. Other donations for the month
included $30.00 to the Prayers and Squares
quilt ministry, $12.39 to UTO (United Thank
Offering), and $350.00 to Youth Ministries from
the IDM (International Development Mission)
dinner. Memorials were received for Mickey
Reed ($550.00), Velda Burton ($50.00), and
Jerie Taylor ($225.00).

This study will be held on Wednesdays at
6:00 p.m., beginning June 17th.
Contact me for the first reading assignment.
Kirk@StPaulsSparks.org
775-358-4474

Patti Stine, Outreach Committee

Monthly Receipt Summary

Senior Warden's Report

St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church, Sparks
Funding the Mission
June 2015

June 2015
Summer Worship has started.
The 9
a.m.
and
11
a.m. services will be combined
to one service at 10 a.m. It is
always nice to worship as a full
community, and something I
look forward to every year. We
get to see faces that we don’t see often. Also,
for some of us, Summer Worship is

For the 2015 year, our pledges and expected
plate income is expected to be $212,756, and
should average $4,091 per week from those
sources.
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3-May
17-May

$5,015.00
$1,981.00

Monthly Total

10-May
24-May
Online

pesky cotton wood trees. Come join us. See
Mike Margerum or Sherryl Netzler for details.
Thanks.

$4,128.00
$2,059.00
$3,703.00

Pinterest Interest Group

$16,886.00

Come join us in the parish hall
on the first Monday of the
month at 6:00 p.m. for food,
fellowship,
and
fun
crafts! (July 6) Here’s how it works: someone
brings dinner, someone else brings dessert
and someone brings the craft. Call Barbara
Monroy at 742-4856 or follow this link to let us
know if you are coming and bring your best
Pinterest idea.
https://doodle.com/m9de9n26un2c6u5b

For this 4 week period, our budget target was
(4 x $4,091) $16,364 so we are $522 over our
expectation for this period, and $504 under for
the year.
The monthly Financial Statement of Mission
contains detail on all our financial activity, and
is posted in the narthex. You can direct
questions to any Vestry member, Dick
Stufflebeam,
or
Patti
Stine.
(Email:dick@stpaulssparks.org)

Empty Bowls/Meet & Greet – Bowl
Painting

AN IMPORTANT NOTE:
By all your gifts,
we are blessed. For your gifts we are grateful.

In preparation for The Community Food
Pantry’s 6th annual Empty Bowls Event, The
Pantry is holding a community wide bowl
painting party at the Playful Potter, in Sparks
on June 27! Community members are welcome
to come to the The Playful Potter in Sparks to
hand paint a bowl that will be auctioned off at
this year’s Empty Bowls fundraiser, in
September.

Good Gardening!
The Vegi garden is ready to be planted for this
year. We have Padron Peppers; Moscvich,
Green and Cherokee Purple tomatoes and
Lemon Cucumbers to plant. Chard and Kale
and other greens will also go in.
Last year we installed 5 beds thanks to several
volunteers and harvested a lot of cabbage,
kale and tomatoes and onions with a lot of
small gourds (for fun).
All the vegis’s
harvested went to those at St Paul’s who were
in need of greens. We fixed the water pipe in
the wall which was leaking and did some other
minor work.

Come hang out and paint a custom bowl with
Bill & Connie from Alice 96.5, Bruno from the
Reno Big Horns, and other community
celebrities that will be participating in this
year’s Empty Bowls fundraiser.
All proceeds from the Empty Bowls Event go to
supporting the Community Food Pantry in
Sparks, which provides emergency food
assistance to our neighbors in need from the
Reno Sparks area.

This year we need to change out the water
hose that didn’t work well last year, plus
change the compost pile to inside the fence to
continue building the soil. We want to start
herbs that do well in this climate, such as
oregano, thyme and sage.

When: June 27, 2015
12:00 pm - 3:00pm
Where: Playful Potter
1351 E. Prater Way, Sparks NV 89431
Cost: $10

We are asking for volunteers to maintain the
garden, water the seedlings, and weed the
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magnesium sulfate” in it. Later, I took a look at
other water bottles and found these
ingredients: potassium bicarbonate; calcium
chloride; sodium bicarbonate; magnesium
chloride; potassium chloride; and salt. One
bottle I checked had no additional ingredients
listed. These ingredients will probably not
harm you. They could possibly be added to
city water, but I do not want to drink anything
with these added ingredients. Be sure to
check the label before buying water. Drink tap
water! It is cheaper and it tastes like water!

June in the Food Pantry
“Uh Oh Spaghetti O”

Spaghetti and sauces,
boxed pasta, cheeses,
etc. . .

Prayers of the People
Please help us keep our Prayer Chain List up
to date. Let someone in the
Prayer Chain Group or
Robin in the office know
each month if we are to
continue to pray for your
special people. Thank you.

Youth Group: EYC

EYC is an Episcopal Youth Community where
all youth (and their friends) grades 6-12 are
invited to come and participate. The focus will
be different each week, but you can count on
whatever the EYC is doing it will stimulate our
growth with God and with each other, and our
growth in serving Christ in the world. We invite
you to come join us for food, fellowship and
fun!

Mason and family, Forrest, Diane, Russ, Pat,
Barbara, Larry, Rev. Karen, Anne, Shirley,
Philip, Nancy, Nanette, Preston, Pattie, Julie,
Jameson Walker, Karen, Sven, Gracie,
Ralphie, Jaemmie, Rev. Bill, Vernice, Marilyn,
Fiona, Robert, Kay, Bill, Brenda, Trudy, Lorrie,
Dick, Harry, Stephany, Amanda, Brett, Victoria,
Ella, Dale, Shelly, Robin, C.J., Sharon & family,
Diana, Curt, Cliff, Vickie, Ted, Patricia, Sharon,
Audrey Grace’s family, Marge, Steve, Heather
& baby, Sophia, Janell, Joann, Jeremy, Helen,
Grace, Kathy, Peadear, Catherine, Tara,
Daniel, Rachael, Baby Williams, Dave, Jim,
John, Skip Patti, Virginia, Barb, Teresa, baby
Ashton, Bobbie, Paul, Sarah, Eileen, Joel,
Marian, Meredith, Wendy & Jeff.

If you are new to St. Paul’s we welcome you to
join us. If you have any questions, please
contact Tricia Woodliff at triciawoodliff@hotmail.com
or Tia or Jon Mittelstadt at 775-722-3469 or by
email at tia.mittel@gmail.com.
EYC will meet in the youth room from 11:30
AM until 1:30 PM (notice time change due to
summer schedule) unless listed differently in
the schedule. Please join us for the following
activities:

Military: Andrew, Ryan, Jeffrey, Sierra, Owen,
Brian, Lt. Col Bruce, Jordan, Evanne, Carl,
Will, Alex & Suzanne.

Eco-palians

June 7: Growing with God and Confirmation
Class

At church one day I opened a bottle of water; it
tasted awful! When I looked at the label it had
“calcium chloride, sodium bicarbonate, and
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Monument, Mt. Rushmore, Disneyland and
Disneyworld. The choir has participated, as the
featured choir, at numerous handbell festivals
around the United States, and performed for
The National Music Educators convention.
Performances with The Mormon Tabernacle
Choir and The Utah Symphony Orchestra have
been repeated honors over the choir’s history.

Meet in the youth room at 11:30 AM. We will
watch one of the videos from Re: Form and
discuss. The Re: Form videos and discussion
are being used as our confirmation curriculum.
These videos and discussions are for everyone
even if you are not eligible or don’t plan to be
confirmed. Those who have committed to
confirmation- attendance is mandatory! Lunch
will be provided.

The 2015 concert includes the music of Bach,
Andrew Lloyd Webber’s “Phantom of the
Opera”, and Disney’s “The Little Mermaid”. The
choir will also play the music of many of the
finest arrangers and composers in the world of
handbells.

June 14: BBQ at Jon and Tia’s house
Directly after the church service, meet to
carpool to Jon and Tia’s house for a BBQ lunch
and activities. We will return youth to the
church by 1:30 PM or parents can pick up their
youth at our house.

Admission to the concert is free, but a free will
offering will be collected.
If you would like to learn more about the choir
and hear their music, visit their webpage at
www.wesleybells.org

June 21: Father’s Day: No meeting today
June 28: No meeting today

The Daughters of the King

The Wesley Bell Ringers

Are you not quite sure who
The Daughters of the King
are and what it is they do?
Contact Margaret Bouzek
at
Margaret.Bouzek@va.gov
or by phone at (775) 424-3767.

The Wesley Bell Ringers, a handbell choir from
Salt Lake City, Utah, will perform at St. Paul’s
on Saturday, July 18, 2015 at 7:30 PM. The
concert will be the first concert on the choir’s
50th annual concert tour, and will feature 27
teenaged ringers playing more than 225 hand
bells and hand chimes.
In 1963, The Wesley Bell Ringers, a music
ministry of Christ United Methodist Church in
Salt Lake City, began with 9 youth ringers and
25 bells. Fast forward 52 years; the 27 current
ringers are the most recent of the 469 youth
who have participated in the choir. Over the
years, the choir developed a reputation for
musical excellence that continues to open
doors to exciting opportunities.
The previous 49 summer tours have taken the
choir to all 50 states and most of the Canadian
provinces. They have performed at the US
Capitol, Cathedral of the Pines National
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encouragement from people at St. Paul's have
made this possible for me.

We Are Thankful…
Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a
kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus
let us offer to God acceptable worship, with
reverence and awe. Hebrews 12:28

How
have
you
experienced
generosity in your life?

God's

I have experienced God's generosity many
times. It has come from healing on a physical,
emotional and spiritual level. Five years ago I
was diagnosed with a lung disease. I was
highly allergic to the medications normally used
to try to treat the disease. My doctor did not
know if I would recover. I found myself on
oxygen, 25 different medications daily, in a
wheel chair and having home health care
provided for me. I developed a sleep disorder
much like Narcolepsy. I was very ill. Here I am
though,
walking
around
and
living
independently.

Watch this space in the Epistle each month for
stories of gratitude and belonging. This month
we are very thankful that Patricia Unruh shared
part of her story with us.

What is the one thing about St. Paul's you
are most thankful for?
Transportation! Without the community of St.
Paul's I would not be able to attend services or
become involved in any of the activities and
ministries that we have to offer.
Please share a favorite story about your
time at St. Paul's and or tell a little bit about
one of your favorite church activities.

How long have you attended St. Paul's?
I started to attend St. Paul's two years ago.

My favorite activity occurs on Thursday
afternoons. I love Lectio Divina. I have formed
a close bond with everyone who attends.
Spending time weekly, reading the Gospel and
listening to others struggle with their daily walk
with Christ, has helped me to reflect on my life,
how I read scripture and apply it to myself
daily. Thank you to all who come.

What about St. Paul's makes it a church
home for you?
I come from a Southern Baptist background,
but many of my experiences of attending
church with the Metropolitan Community
Church, which was a church established for the
LGBT community, made me familiar with a
liturgical style of service. I feel more
comfortable with this service style of worship
and soon found myself wanting and needing to
become more involved. The generosity and

Peace and hugs to everyone at St. Paul's. I am
truly blessed. Patricia
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St. Paul’s Prayers & Squares

Need Baked Goods

The "Prayers and Squares"
ministry
is
a
special
"outreach" tool to share the
love of Christ. The quilts
bring a tangible example of
the love we all share with
those who are suffering in body, mind or spirit.
You do not have to know how to sew, or like to
sew, but can also just join us for the fellowship
we all share.

for a Special Party? Meeting? Birthday?
Sally Sue’s Bakery is run by
our very own Sarah and
Hayley
Lightfoot.
ALL
proceeds go to St. Paul’s
Church. For orders and
questions call Sarah or Hayley 626-8519.
Visit the website for a pricelist and pictures of
their past works. Check out Sally Sue’s Bakery
at www.sarahlightfoot.blogspot.com

We meet on the second Saturday of each
month in the Parish Hall from 9 A.M. to noon.

Lectio Divina Bible Study
Come and join us in the parish hall for this
Holy Spirit guided study of scripture. Make
new friends and find new ideas and ways of
looking at scripture. No homework required 
Combined Men’s and Women’s Group
Thursdays from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Men’s Group
Thursdays from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Contact The Rev. Mike Margerum for more
information. mgoodmarge@gmail.com or
775-229-2695

We gladly receive donations of materials,
thread, etc. and cash to purchase necessary
supplies.
If you would like to join us, or if you would like
to request a quilt for someone, please contact
Victoria Sidener 322-2375.

Recovery Groups at St. Paul’s
Mondays: AA Meeting @ 5:30 p.m.
Wednesdays: Women’s AA @ 6:30 p.m.
Thursdays: Gama-Non Meeting @ 6:30 p.m.
and Ala-Non Meeting @ 6:00 p.m.

Parish Potluck: June 28th
Don’t forget the end of the month Potluck after
the morning Service on June 28 at 11:15.
Bring something yummy to share!

St. Paul’s Blood Drive
Sunday, June 14th
Sign-up in the Narthex (foyer)

Bishop Dan’s 15th EPISTLE TO THE NEVADANS
AIN'T NOBODY HAVING FUN!
What God Asks Of Us:
This message is simple to understand but hard to practice. Jesus is quite clear
and emphatic about the attitude Christians are to take to one another.
Do not judge others lest ye be judged yourselves. For the same judgment you
impose on others will be imposed on you, and by the same measure of
judgment you use, you will be measured. Matthew 7: 1-2
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Whoever is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court. Whoever says 'you good for
nothing' shall be guilty before the supreme court. Whoever says 'you fool' shall be guilty enough to go
to the fiery hell. Matthew 5: 22-23
Bless those who curse you. Pray for those who mistreat you. Luke 6: 28.
A new commandment I give you. Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one
another. John 13: 34-35
Paul continues Jesus' theme.
In humility, consider others better than yourself.
The Mandatum, the Great Commandment given by Jesus at the last supper is to love one another as
he loves us. The point is simple, and so obvious that I risk boring you by emphasizing it so
emphatically and often.
But here's the thing: mutual vilification is par for the course in our Church. I do not mean that we just
disagree with each other. I do not mean that we just maintain a realistic awareness of each other's
foibles. I mean vilification. I mean I hear our people, lay and clergy alike, characterizing each other in
the harshest condemning tones.
I hear not-so-subtle negativity about Latinos from the lips of English speakers. I hear homophobic
pathologizing of LGBTQ people by straight people. I hear introverts interpret extroverts as shallow,
narcissistic, and entitled. I hear extroverts interpret introverts as cold and arrogant. Rural condemns
urban. East condemns west. Clergy and laity critique each other. And we find plenty of individual
failings without regard to categories. People who want power accuse others of having more of it than
they do. We speak rather harshly of one another - a lot. Our Church, in its fallen humanity, has at
times engaged in orgies of mutual vilification. The vilifications and anathemas then declared linger
still.
My personal point: I need to say this is painful to me - personally painful - because people I like and
care for and respect - my people - trash other people I like and care for and respect - also my people.
As this Epistle comes from my own frustration, it is apt to be a bit of a rant. But St. Paul ranted on
occasion, so I shall pray that this too may be a sanctified rant.
Why God Asks It:
Our Happiness: Like any parent, God's first concern is our well-being. The attitude of judging and
condemning others does not make us happy. It cuts us off. It alienates us from the network of life and
blessing. Yes, we need to be connected even to flawed and problematic people in order to flourish
spiritually and emotionally. Flawed as they are, they are the human network. God created that very
network and redeemed in the Incarnation. Please note these words of Blessed Ignatius Loyola.
God has so ordained to sanctify us through the frail instrumentality of each other.
This is important!
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God has so ordained to sanctify us through the frail instrumentality of each other.
We cannot be sanctified on our own. We need each other. It is not only that we are blessed by each
other's virtues, but also that we are challenged by each other's vices. We need both their virtues and
their vices so that we can grow in grace and wisdom. We cannot draw closer to God than we are to
each other.
Anyone who says he loves God but hates his brother is a liar; for how can he love God whom he has
not seen and hate his brother whom he has seen. 1 John 4: 20.
Our happiness now and in the hereafter depends on our spiritual discipline of loving other people in
their quirky and sometimes irritating natures.
Second, if we construct in our hearts a good vs. bad, right vs. wrong, win vs. lose model of reality, we
know very well that we will stand condemned ourselves.
Do not judge others lest ye be judged yourselves. For the same judgment you impose on others will
be imposed on you, and by the same measure of judgment you use, you will be measured. Matthew
7: 1-2
If being acceptable (lovable) depends on meeting some standard, it is likely to be a standard I do not
meet. How can I even be sure I know the right standard? In order to create and uphold a standard by
which I condemn others I put myself at risk. I consign myself to jeopardy.
God's Happiness: Very simply, it hurts God to see us condemning his people. I say this in sympathy
with God. I have met hundreds and hundreds of Nevada church folks. And I have not met one yet
who is not a child of God. I have not met one yet for whose sins Jesus did not die. I do not claim to
know much about God. But I am as sure of this as anything: We wound God by our judgments of
each other.
After Saul (later, Paul) had participated in the stoning of Steven, the Lord Jesus appeared to him on
the Damascus Road and said, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" Acts 9: 4 "Me!" Paul thought
he was stoning Stephen, but he discovered he had stoned God. The Compassion of the Eternal Son
means that God feels our wounds as deeply as we do. So when we condemn one another, wound
one another, we condemn and wound God.
When Jesus says "Love one another" and "Stop judging one another," he is asking, "Have I not been
crucified enough?" "Why do you persecute me?"
The Kingdom Mission: We have a job to do. It is important. Here's the situation. Since way back there
- maybe it was with the domestication of the horse (Walter Wink) or the invention of agriculture (Karen
Armstrong) - for a long time and for one reason or another, the world has been "in enemy hands." (C.
S. Lewis). The Domination System has run the human race with oppressive power driven by fear and
greed. Ain't nobody having fun - least of all the fearful, avaricious people who are oppressing and
hurting others. Pharaoh was not a happy man.
God is against this. He has been telling us that since he said to Moses, "I have heard my people's cry
. . .. Tell Pharaoh to let my people go." Friends, we are Moses.
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Jesus' mission was to turn the world upside down by subverting the Domination System with the
Kingdom of God - not with another regime of dominating power but rather a reign of justice, mercy,
and forgiveness. When Jesus healed, forgave, and reconciled, he said, "The Kingdom of God has
come near." e.g. Luke 10: 9
The Kingdom Mission is all-important for how we treat and regard one another. It matters in two
ways:
1. Squabbling is a distraction from the mission. If we are focused on the mission we won't be so
interested in what is wrong with someone else. If we are squabbling, we are not working for the
Mission.
2. How we treat each other is an integral practice for ushering in the Kingdom. Our compassion and
forbearance, our mercy and appreciation, disrupt the network of fear, anger, and dominating power.
Wearing a cross or even belonging to a Church does not prove one is a Christian. What proves that
one is Christian? "They will know you are my disciples by how you love one another." John 13: 35.
As I said, "Ain't nobody having fun" under The Domination System - including us. Joy resides in God's
Kingdom, the one we pray for every day. "Your Kingdom come, your will be done." Working for the
Kingdom with love and forbearance, patience and delight, appreciation and mutual blessing is the
path to our own deepest happiness.
Conclusion: Our happiness, the world's happiness, and God's happiness all turn on our capacity to
break free from the world's pattern of judgment and condemnation. Those are the tools of The
Domination System. "The Lord has torn up the judgments against you." Zephaniah 3: 15. Those were
the world's judgments, The Domination System's Judgments. God sees us through entirely different
eyes, eyes that appreciate and laugh. Whenever we look at each other through God's eyes, the
Kingdom happens here and now.
My hope and my prayer is that when we will learn the real meaning of the exchange the peace on
Sunday mornings. We are not just greeting people we are happy to see. The person whose hand we
take symbolically represents our enemy, who may or may not be physically in the room. We
exchange the peace as a ritual act to lay down our grudges and break free from the prison of mutual
vilification in order to truly become the Body of Christ in a broken world. My hope and my prayer is
that we mean it.
Blessing Always,
Bishop Dan
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Coming Events

June 2015
Monday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Wednesday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Wednesday
Thursday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday

June 1, 2015
June 6, 2015
June 7, 2015
June 8, 2015
June 13, 2015
June 14, 2015
June 15, 2015
June 17, 2015
June 20, 2015
June 21, 2015
June 21, 2015
June 24, 2015
June 25, 2015
June 27, 2015
June 28, 2015
June 28, 2015
June 29, 2015

Pinterest Interest Group
D.O.K.
Graduation Sunday
Vestry Meeting
Prayers & Squares
Blood Drive (9:00 to 12:00)
Stewardship Meeting
Rector’s Book Study Begins
D.O.K.
Father’s Day
No EYC today…
Rector’s Book Study
Epistle Deadline
Meet & Greet Bowl Painting (@ Playful Potter)
End of month Potluck after morning service
No EYC today…
Food Pantry Board Meeting

6:00 pm
10:00 am
10:00 am
6:00 pm
9:00 am
9:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
10:00 am

6:00 pm
12:00 pm
12:00 pm
11:15 am
6:00 pm

Recurring Events
Rector’s Sabbath is every Tuesday
AA meets every Monday at 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. in the Choir Room
Traditional Choir will return after Labor Day
Praise Team 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays or (Check with your Team Leader)
AA (Women’s group) meets Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in Parish Hall
Alanon meets every Thursday at 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. in Parish Hall
Lectio Divina – Bible Study meets Thursday mornings at 11:00 a.m.
Healing Service with Holy Eucharist Thursday Evening at 6:00 p.m.
Men’s Bible Study Thursday evenings @ 7:00 p.m.
Food Pantry is open every Wed.10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. & Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Gam-anon meets every Thursday 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the Choir Room
Summer Worship Hours in effect through September 6th
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
(1135 12th Street)
P. O. Box 737
Sparks NV 89432

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Phone: 775-358-4474
Fax: 775-313-0806
E-Mail: office@stpaulssparks.org
Web Site: www.stpaulssparks.org

Sun., 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Contemporary or Traditional
Sun., 10:05 a.m. Children’s Sunday School
Sun., 5:00 p.m. Traditional Holy Eucharistic, No Music
Thur., 6:00 p.m. Healing Service with Holy Communion
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