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WHO ARE WE?

The Rev. Sherryl Netzler,
Assistant Priest for Pastoral Care

We, as St. Paul’s, are a theologically
diverse community who seeks to
embrace our diversity in order to live
through the Gospel of Jesus Christ and
be a place of belonging for all people.

The Rev. Mike Margerum, Deacon
The Rev. Linda Smith, Deacon
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Practice giving and receiving and you will soon
know what it means to be touched by the
Grace of God.

From the Pile on Fr. Kirk’s Desk…
It is said it is better to give
than receive….

Peace,

I once fully subscribed to this
notion, but not so much
anymore.

Senior Warden's Report

I don’t like to ask for help…I never have. I
don’t know when it became such a part of me,
but the notion of asking for help felt shameful.
I felt like if I could not do “it” by myself, then I
was less of a person, less of a success, not
worthy.

June 2014
Happy Summer!
A small group of us have
begun meeting to make sure
we are prepared for Fr. Kirk’s
sabbatical.
Fr. Kirk will be
away from the parish for 3
months to study, refresh and
reflect. It gives him an opportunity to rest as
well. We tend to forget that a parish priest is
basically on call every day, all day, all year
long. During his sabbatical, Fr. Kirk will not be
available. We need to give him this time away
from being available all day, every day. Others
will be providing this support to the parish.
Watch for ways that you can help.

Without knowing it, I had placed judgment on
the concept of “receiving”; on the concept of
needing help. I did my best not to place
judgment on those who needed help to survive,
be it food, or shelter, or whatever. But it is
clear that since I placed judgment on myself
when I needed help, I can’t have it both ways.
I can’t judge myself and not judge others.
Brene’ Brown, in her book, The Gifts of
Imperfection, wrote this: “Until we receive with
an open heart, we are never really giving with
an open heart. When we attach judgment to
receiving help, we knowing or unknowingly
attach judgment to giving help.”

Summer means POTLUCKS! We will have a
potluck on June 29th and August 24th. On
July 27th during Bishop Dan’s official visit with
us, we will have the Bibby Barbecue! Mark
your calendars and plan to join your parish
family for good food!

If all we do is give and are unable to accept
help or gifts from others, then we are not living
in relationship the way the Gospel tells us. We
are to give with open hearts…loving, not
judging.
We are to receive with open
hearts…loving, not judging. When we have
gifts to share, we give them. When others
have gifts we need, we accept them. We give
them as One Body in Christ and we accept
them as One Body in Christ.

Many, many thanks to everyone who
participated in the Kitchen Shower. I hope you
have noticed some of the new items that we
have put into use already.
Peace,
Margaret Bouzek
Senior Warden
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Monthly Receipt Summary

Outreach Report
Youth
Ministries
taco
luncheon was a huge
success. Total for the day
was $394.60. Other

St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church, Sparks
Funding the Mission
May 2014

outreach for the month
included $167.28 to the Food
Pantry, $150.00 to the Memorial Fund in

For the 2014 year, we expect to receive
$237,863 from our pledge, challenge pledge,
and plate income and should average $19,822
per month from those sources. The table
below helps us keep track of where we are as
the year proceeds.

04-May $2,458.00
18-May $1,864.00

11-May
25-May
Online

Monthly Total

memory of Don Stoll and Joe Presley, and
$50.00 to the Clergy Discretionary Fund. !
Patti Stine, Outreach Committee

Report on Eddy House
I was able to make arrangements with Lynette
Eddy to deliver the Easter Offering check and
have lunch at her restaurant, Z-Pie. She was
thrilled to get the money and asked that I thank
everyone at St. Paul’s for this wonderful
donation.

$3,161.00
$3,237.00
$3,940.00
$14,660.00

Can’t resist putting in a good word for the
restaurant, as all profits from Z-Pie go back to
Eddy House. If you have the opportunity, stop
by and try one of their wonderful pot pies or
sandwiches. They’re located in the West Street
Plaza at 138 West Street.

For the four Sundays in May, we are $3,636.00
below our target for the period.
The monthly Financial Statement of Mission
contains detail on all our financial activity, and
is posted in the narthex. You can direct
questions to any Vestry member, Dick
Stufflebeam,
or
Patti
Stine.
(Email:dick@stpaulssparks.org)

Patti Stine, Outreach Committee

Need Baked Goods
for a Special Party? Meeting? Birthday?

AN IMPORTANT NOTE:
By all your gifts,
we are blessed. For all your gifts we are
grateful.

Sally Sue’s Bakery is run by
our very own Sarah and
Hayley
Lightfoot.
ALL
proceeds go to St. Paul’s
Church. For orders and
questions call Sarah or Hayley 626-8519.
Visit the website for a pricelist and pictures of
their past works. Check out Sally Sue’s Bakery
at www.sarahlightfoot.blogspot.com

Recovery Groups at St. Paul’s
Mondays: AA Meeting @ 5:30 p.m.
Wednesdays: Women’s AA @ 6:30 p.m.
Thursdays: Gama-Non Meeting @ 6:30 p.m.
and Ala-Non Meeting @ 6:00 p.m.
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June in the Food Pantry

Prayers of the People

It’s in the can!!!

Please help us keep our Prayer Chain List up
to date. Let someone in the
Prayer Chain Group or
Robin in the office know
each month if we are to
continue to pray for your
special people. Thank you.

Canned meats, chicken,
tuna, corned beef hash,
spam, chili etc.
Thanks to all of you for
your generosity.
If you can’t make it to the
store, we will gladly shop
for you. Monetary donations are always
welcome.

Jack, Gina, Forrest, Russ, Pat, Barbara,
Ronny, Larry, Rev. Karen, Anne, Betty, Barb,
Sofia, Keith & family, Mickey, Philip, Nancy,
Nanette, Rosemarie, Ellie, Katie, Wes, Dan,
Erin, Preston, Jameson Walker, Liz, Jesse,
Pattie, Julie, Shelby, Lennah, Casey, Kathy,
Richard, Danni, Karen, Sven, Gracie, Willow
Rose, Durwood, Greg, Ralphie, Jason’s family,
Jackie, Samarra’s family, Don’s family, Shelly,
Sharon, Jan, Victoria, Ann, Kate, Sandy, and
Carol. Military: Andrew, Ryan, Jeffrey, Tyler,
Sierra, Owen, Brian, Lt. Col Bruce, Jordan,
Evanne and Carl.

Empty Bowls
Empty Bowls this year
is September 24, 2014
this is the 5th year and
is the pantry’s main
source of revenue for
the year and are
hoping to make this a spectacular event. Bowl
painting has begun. We need about 200 bowls
for a successful event. . Paint a bowl at the
Playful Potter 1351 E Prater Way, Sparks
Nevada. Bowls will be auctioned at the event.

Sunday School News
As the school year comes
to an end, I would like to
thank our team of
dedicated Sunday School
teachers for a great year.
A huge thank-you to Erin
Anderson, Chelsea Sawyer, Nancy
Lightfoot, Sheri McLaughlin, Ellen
Houston, and Heather Burkhardt. Thank
you, too, to James Stufflebeam, Bob and
Julia Stoddard, and Sarah and Hayley
Lightfoot who have helped the children to
learn songs, both contemporary and
traditional. AND thanks to Eileen
Caspersen for teaching our kids the fun
of painting their own bowls, including
bowls to donate to our "Empty Bowls" fall
fundraiser. Thank you to Barbara
Monroy for giving the children a tour of

We are also collecting wine donations for the
event. These will be raffled in a unique way as
well. Donations can be brought to the church
there will be a box in the narthex this summer.
Please contact Barb Monroy if you have any
questions 775-742-4856
bmonroy0216@gmail.com

Epistle Ecology Shorts
A typical carrot traveled 1,838
miles to reach your dinner table.
Support farmers close to your
home to reduce your carbon
footprint. You can do this by
visiting farmers’ markets and
growing your own veggies and herbs.
Donna Margerum
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The Community Food Pantry, including a
lesson of the work that is done there to
help provide food for many hungry
families in our area. AND .... thanks to
Sandy Houston and Lindy Mandas for
filling in as substitutes on a moment's
notice. Our children have had fun,
learned Bible lessons and songs, painted
bowls, enjoyed crafts .... and the good
news is .... our weekly attendance is
growing and growing. Growing so much
that our dream of again having an actual
pre-K class will come true this coming
September!!

we all share.
We meet on the second Saturday of each
month in the Parish Hall from 9 A.M. to noon.
We gladly receive donations of materials,
thread, etc. and cash to purchase necessary
supplies.
If you would like to join us, or if you would like
to request a quilt for someone, please contact
Victoria Sidener 322-2375.

Got Shoes?
Deacon Mike is collecting new and gently used
men’s shoes to donate to the Restitution
Center. The Restitution Center helps inmates
transition from being incarcerated into finding
jobs upon release. There is a barrel in the
narthex for you to put the shoes. Thank you.

Sunday School at St. Paul's is "year
'round" .... plans and lessons are ready
for June, July, and August. We know it's
summer and family vacations are
planned, but we hope to see your
children often.

The Daughters of the King
Are you not quite sure who
The Daughters of the King
are and what it is they do?
Contact Margaret Bouzek
at
Margaret.Bouzek@va.gov
or by phone at (775) 424-3767.

Have a fun and safe summer! Thanks to
parents and grandparents for
encouraging your children/grandchildren
to come to church school. And thanks
always to Father Kirk for his support!!

School Supply Drive

Jeannine Funk
St. Paul's Sunday School co-ordinator
(and teacher, too)

The Daughters of the King are also sponsoring
a School Supply Drive over the summer. We
have 2 low socio-economic schools in our
neighborhood that really need our help. Over
the last several years St. Paul’s has made a
significant impact in helping these children with
the basics. We are hoping to continue what
has become a tradition of helping our
neighborhood children by “leveling the playing
field” when it comes to education supplies.

St. Paul’s Prayers & Squares
The "Prayers and Squares" ministry is a
special "outreach" tool to share the love of
Christ. The quilts bring a tangible example of
the love we all share with
those who are suffering in
body, mind or spirit. You do
not have to know how to sew,
or like to sew, but can also
just join us for the fellowship

Beginning June 1st through July 27th there will
be bins in the Narthex for you to drop your
donations into. If you have any questions,
please let me know. If you are not sure what to
5

buy, your monetary donation toward what is
needed is also much appreciated. We can
usually get a small discount on supplies
through Office Depot. Thanks to you all in
advance.

Lectio Divina Bible Study
Come and join us in the parish hall for this
Holy Spirit guided study of scripture.
(no homework required )
Combined Men’s and Women’s Group
Thursdays from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Men’s Group
Thursdays from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Contact The Rev. Mike Margerum for more
information. mgoodmarge@gmail.com or
775-229-2695

Margaret Bouzek

Youth Group: EYC

Pinterest Interest Group
Come join us in the parish hall on
the first Monday of the month at
6:00 p.m. for food, fellowship, and
fun crafts! If you have questions, or if you want
to HELP with food and/or the craft projects,
contact Tricia Woodliff at 200-6677 or email
her at triciawoodliff@hotmail.com

Summer Schedule: See Below
What is EYC? EYC is an Episcopal
Youth Community where all
youth (and their friends) grades
6-12 are invited to come to
participate. The focus will be
different each week, but you can
count on whatever the EYC is
doing it will stimulate our growth with God, our
growth with each other, and our growth in
serving Christ in the world.
Not
sure
about
the
EYC
We invite you to come and see.

St. Paul’s Columbarium
Saint Paul’s Columbaria has been in place
since 1980. The units you see along the south
church wall represents one half of the special
use permit we were granted from the City of
Sparks. Most of these niches have now been
sold and we are pleased to announce we are in
the process of purchasing the balance of the
niches to complete the program started in
1980.

thing?

EYC June-August Schedule
During the summer the EYC will NOT be
meeting every week. We will instead having
special outings! The EYC will be notified about
these outings. If you are new to St. Paul’s we
welcome you to join us. If you are interested,
please get in touch with Tricia and give her
your contact information. She can be reached
at
200-6677
or
email
her
at
triciawoodliff@hotmail.com

Because the cost of bronze has become so
expensive we have elected to finish out the
columbaria with solid granite units. This will
allow us to continue being competative relative
to the cost of niches in this area.
They will be located on the concrete pads in
the southeast corner of the Memorial Garden.
Each pad will have one double wide unit
containing 96 niches. The frame is in a color
that closely matches the color of the granite

Parish Potluck June 29th
The will be a Potluck after the 10:00 a.m.
worship service on June 29th!
Bring your favorite dish and dessert to share!
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Summer Book Study: June 22nd

used in the Baby Memorial (located on the
Parish Hall wall) with granite faceplates in pure
black. The unit will take up a little over 1/3rd of
the pad and there will be a granite bench
placed adjacent to the Columbarium unit in the
same color as the frame.In addition, a small
planter will be located at the other end of each
pad done in stonework similar to the stonework
you see on the Lych Gate. We believe this will
blend well and enhance the completion of the
landscaping in the garden without intruding on
the “multi-use” concept of the gardens function.
Installation is currently estimated
sometime during the month of August.

to

Our Summer Sunday
book study will be
God of Our Silent
Tears, written by our
very own bishop, Dan
Edwards.
This book study will
begin on June 22nd from
3:00 to 4:30.
You can get it online at
either Amazon, or at The Cathedral Bookstore.
Follow this link.
http://www.godofoursilenttears.com/#et
_page_802

be

These new niches, as well as the few
remaining along the wall are selling to our
parishioners for $1200.00 each which includes
the faceplate. If you have been thinking about
this in your “Life Event” planning and would like
further information, drop by the church office
and pick up an information packet at your
convenience, or feel free to call Gene Carse at
775-233-8254.

Bishop Dan will be joining us for this Book
Study and the day he is here for his annual
visit, July 27th.
Please let Fr. Kirk know you will be attending.
358-4474 Kirk@StPaulsSparks.org

St. Paul’s Blood Drive, June 22nd
Sunday June 22nd 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Give the gift of life! There is a sign-up sheet in
the narthex. We have time slots to fill! If you
want to know what time slots are still open, call
the parish office, 358-4474.

Summer Schedule
Sundays
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist (style varies)
5:00 p.m. Traditional Holy Eucharist no music
Thursdays
6:00 p.m. Healing Service & Holy Communion

Baptism & Confirmation
Bishop Dan will be here on Sunday, July 27th.
During that visit we will do Child and Adult
Baptisms, Confirmations, Receptions, and
Reaffirmations. If you or someone you know is
seeking Baptism, Confirmation, or Reception,
please contact the parish office so proper
instruction can be given. 775-358-4474
Office@StPaulsSparks.org
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From Bishop Dan’s Blog
Tuesday, June 10, 2014
THE LAS VEGAS POLICE AMBUSH, CHURCH, AND BELONGING
A husband and wife walk into a pizza place and gun down two Las Vegas
police officers eating lunch, flee to a Wal-Mart and shoot an armed bystander.
The wife then kills her husband, and ends the episode with her own suicide.
An echo of the shooting at Seattle Pacific University last week; and of the
deadlier shooting at UC Santa Barbara three weeks ago; and all the mass
shootings – Tucson, Sandy Hook Elementary, the one-room Amish school, the
Sikh Temple, Columbine. All just random nuts with weapons? Or are they
canaries in our cultural coal mine of alienation, disempowerment, and desperation?
Does this have anything to do with the armed standoff of the militias and the BLM over grazing
leases? What about the inability of our elected representatives to negotiate compromise solutions for
the various issues of our day? Might it all connect somehow to the decline of participation in any sort
of voluntary associations for common goals? And is that related to the decline of marriage and our
inability to keep the marriages we’ve got together?
In the aftermath of gun violence, we reflexively say we need better regulation of firearms and we
need more mental health services. Yes, obviously true. I am 100% for both those technical
responses. But whenever we say those things in the aftermath of gun violence, people rush out to the
gun stores to beef up their firepower, the daily attrition through gun violence continues, and a short
while later (these days a very short while later), we have another mass shooting. The problem is
deeper and wider than loose gun laws and the shortage of affordable therapists.
For whatever reasons – let competent sociologists explain them – people are becoming more and
more disconnected. The loneliness and despair overwhelms us. We are alienated and in our
alienation, we are disempowered, unable to influence our environment because the channels of
influence – relationships – are broken. We lose the ability to shake hands, look each other in the eye,
and have an honest conversation. In the absence of such organic connection, the economic machine
chews us up. In despair, we drink, gamble, distract ourselves with work and electronic games, and
some of us become angry – angry enough to kill, to kill someone, anyone – it doesn’t matter who we
kill because we aren’t really connected to anyone. We don’t have the capacity to connect with
anyone. We have lost the capacity to imagine how the world looks through another person’s eyes,
and no one can imagine what it is like to be us. We live and die unknown. In a crowded room,
perhaps in a casino sitting at a gaming machine, we are in solitary confinement. The only connection
we know how to make with another human being is to shoot them.
My question is: where do faith and the community of faith come into this? Some of our
congregations are open and welcoming, embracing people who come their way, offering them caring
presence, attention, appreciation, and a chance to participate in activities ranging from the fun to the
noble. I hear stories from people who were lost, alienated, and discouraged until they connected with
a congregation, and little by little, they came back to hope.
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I heard a story from one woman whose family life had been hard, so she had resolved not to have
children. But when she saw how people loved and nurtured the children in our church, she changed
her mind. Her children with her that day in church were born because of the grace she experienced in
our community. I have heard stories of people who came to us from broken relationships and found
comfort, hope, and healing. I have heard from people who had lived on the streets but were able to
get back on their feet not just through material support we offered but also through encounter with
people who understood that to believe in God we have to also believe in each other. We believed in
those people and our faith in them gave them courage.
Not all of us get this. Some of us want to keep the church just for ourselves. Others want to grow
the church to add to our institutional strength, so we can feel successful. Both approaches utterly and
completely miss the mark of our mission. It is to give and receive mercy. It is to reconcile people to
the human race. It is to give up the futility of acquisition and self-advancement for the better life of
extending caring presence to other people and eliciting their caring presence in return. We might call
it belonging. We celebrate it ritually as Communion.
When the loneliness in the world is so great, the call is to open our doors wider, make our porch
light burn brighter. We have no time for crankiness or pettiness. There is a world to be healed.

9

SOUTHWESTERN PILGRIMAGE
Friday, June 27th from 7:00pm to 9:00pm.
Southwestern Pilgrimage will be playing
in our Garden on Friday, June 27th
from 7:00pm to 9:00pm.
Tickets are $15.00 and there will be
desserts and drinks.
Children under 18 are free.
If you would like more information or wish
to buy tickets, please see Heather
Burkhardt cell number 775-544-7329. We
look forward to seeing you there.
Born out of years of friendship in the Dallas-based band, “Young Country”, old friends come
together again, as SOUTHWESTERN PILGRIMAGE. The group takes its original material and
combines it with songs from some of the best songwriters in the Southwest, embellishing them
with tight vocal harmonies and unique instrumental interpretations. With songs about wide open
spaces, rivers, romance and legends of the West …. They represent all that is good in American
music.
RICK SPARKS, who now lives in Virginia City, NV, has been in the music business for over 40
years. In addition to his smooth vocals, he is equally at home playing banjo, guitar, mandolin,
dobro and pedal steel guitar. He has developed a reputation as an outstanding teacher on all of
his instruments and has over 30 students under his wing.
KAREN ROEMMICH, upon inheriting a guitar and musical inspirations from her sister, taught
herself to play her real passion, the stand up bass. Her excellent ear for music helps to create the
band’s smooth, close harmony blend as well as providing a solid rhythm for the band. She also
calls Virginia City home.
ROD PHILLIPS, multi-instrumentalist, accomplished pianist, vocalist and songwriter, after his
years with “Young Country”, toured with the likes of Michael Martin Murphey and Jim
Stafford, before settling in Branson, Missouri, where he performs his own show nightly.
RANDY BROOKS … Well what can you say about Randy, writer of “Grandma Got Run Over
By a Reindeer” ? Only that, after all these years, he continues to write and perform his zany
brand of original songs and continues to delight his audience as he delivers the unexpected. This
Dallas-based songwriter was voted SESAC songwriter of the year, for “Grandma…
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Coming Events

June 2014
Monday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday
Saturday
Sunday
Wednesday
Saturday
Sunday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Sunday

June 2, 2014
June 7, 2014
June 8, 2014
June 8, 2014
June 9, 2014
June 14, 2014
June 15, 2014
June 18, 2014
June 21, 2014
June 22, 2014
June 25, 2014
June 26, 2014
June 27, 2014
June 29, 2014

Pinterest Interest Group
Daughters of the King
Pentecost (Wear RED)
DCC Altrea
Vestry Meeting
Prayers & Squares
Father’s Day
Clergy Brown Bag Lunch
Daughters of the King ???
St. Paul’s Blood Drive 9-12
Epistle Deadline
St. Paul’s Clergy Meeting
Garden Concert
Parish Pot-Luck

6:00 pm
10:00 am
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
9:00 am
12:00 pm
10:00 am
9:00 am
12:00 pm
3:30 pm
7:00 pm
11:30 am

Recurring Events
EYC will meet on special occasions during the summer, to be announced prior to the event.
Rector’s Sabbath is every Tuesday
AA meets every Monday at 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. in the Choir Room
Choir Practice (OFF during the Summer)
Praise Team (Check with your Team Leader)
AA (Women’s group) meets Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in Parish Hall
Alanon meets every Thursday at 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. in Classroom 37A
Lectio Divina – Bible Study meets Thursday mornings at 11:00 a.m.
Healing Service with Holy Eucharist Thursdays at 6:00 p.m.
Men’s Bible Study Thursday evenings @ 7:00 p.m.
Food Pantry is open every Wed.10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. & Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Gam-anon meets every Thursday 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the Choir Room
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
(1135 12th Street)
P. O. Box 737
Sparks NV 89432

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Phone: 775-358-4474
Fax: 775-313-0806
E-Mail: office@stpaulssparks.org
Web Site: www.stpaulssparks.org

Summer Worship Schedule (May 25th – August 31st)
Sun., 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Style Varies)
Sun., 10:05 a.m. Children’s Sunday School
Sun., 5:00 p.m. Traditional Holy Eucharistic, No Music
Thur., 6:00 p.m. Healing Service with Holy Communion
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