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Carols at 5:15 p.m.
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December 24th 10:30 p.m. This will be our
Traditional Christmas Eve Service. We will
begin singing Christmas Carols at 10:20 p.m.

December 2013

December 25th 10:00 a.m. This will be our
Christmas Day service. It is a traditional
service without music.
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From the Pile on Fr. Kirk’s Desk…

The Bishop’s Corner
by the Rt. Rev. Dan Edwards

As I mentioned in my sermon
on the 1st of December,
Advent is a time of waiting and
preparation.

Dear Episcopalians of the Diocese of Nevada,
“Mission”
is
the
watchword of the day in
church circles. Bishop
Katharine says, “The
heartbeat of the church
is mission, mission,
mission.” Ok, but what is
it? Who made it up? And
why does it matter?

The disciples couldn’t wait for
Jesus to return and they even expected Jesus
to come back during their lifetime….and not
just come back, but among the clouds in
GREAT GLORY…as the Powerful Messiah.
There are many Christians who are sitting and
waiting for Jesus to return like this too.
Is
waiting for Jesus to return like this wrong? I
don’t think so, but if that is all we are waiting
for, we will surely miss out on all the best stuff.

The word “mission” has
a lot of associations for church folks. It
conjures up little Spanish buildings like the
Alamo. It reminds us of mission churches on
Native reservations. We think of mission trips
to Africa. Mission has meant providing life
saving health care and economic development.
Mission has spread the good news of God’s
love. “Publish glad tidings.” It has also been
(usually unwittingly) a stalking horse for
exploitation and oppression. The saintly Albert
Schweitzer was followed by the colonial
profiteer Cecil Rhodes. When some speak of
the “missional church” these days, they are
likely to mean loose associations of spiritual
but not religious people meeting in secular
locations to engage in spiritual discourses and
rituals that are intentionally and emphatically
“not Church, not religious, not institutional” etc.
So when someone says “mission,” I listen
closely to sniff out what – if anything – they
mean.

Advent is a time of waiting and preparing for
the coming of Christ. As we do this, Jesus told
us to love God first and foremost…and then we
are to love our neighbors. To truly love God
and our neighbors we have to be awake and
intentional.
If we are awake and intentional in sharing love,
we will find that Jesus actually “returns” all the
time. Now THIS is the best stuff. There is
nothing better than coming face to face with
Christ as we come face to face with our
neighbors, offering them the same love and
grace that has been given to us.
Don’t miss out on the best stuff…
Peace,

That said, I believe the word is vitally
important. So what does it really mean? It may
help to put all our churchy associations with
“mission” and on the shelf for a few minutes
and start instead with a military association
(sorry pacifists). In the military, the mission is
what the team (unit, platoon, squadron,

Recovery Groups at St. Paul’s
Mondays: AA Meeting @ 5:30 p.m.
Wednesdays: Women’s AA @ 6:30 p.m.
Thursdays: Gama-Non Meeting @ 6:30 p.m.
and Ala-Non Meeting @ 6:00 p.m.
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battalion, regiment, etc.) exists to do. The
mission holds them together. They aren’t
together as social friends. They share a
common mission. Each member is willing to
sacrifice himself to accomplish it. The mission
is a group goal that is more important than
anyone’s individual agenda. It is what must be
done, no matter what. Mission has urgency
about it. We lay down our preferences for it.
We work with people we don’t necessarily even
like for the sake of the mission.

When congregations fall into a moldy habit of
meeting regularly, just trying to keep the doors
open, offering each other spiritual support, but
not engaging the world outside their walls, they
are apt to do little harm in the world – but they
are not engaged in the mission. They may be
Christians in their beliefs but they are deserters
in their common life. As a result, not much
happens in their souls. The mission changes
people’s lives by giving them a whole new
purpose “to live not for self alone but for him
who lived and died for us.”

When the Church speaks of Christ’s mission, it
means God is up to something in the world and
has entrusted the job to us. We are God’s
agents. Right away, this challenges some
common assumptions about Christianity. A lot
of folks think it’s about individuals holding the
right doctrinal opinions or experiencing the
right religious feelings, and as a reward they go
to heaven instead of hell. That is a very
common view of Christianity. But it is surprising
how little evidence you can find for that brand
of religion in the Gospels, the Creeds, or the
teachings of the Early Church. Instead we find
a wealth of evidence that Jesus lived, died, and
rose again to usher in something he called the
Kingdom of God. The Kingdom is a radical
reversal of the ways of the world, so that love
instead of money makes the world go round,
the first becomes last and the last first, the lion
lays down with the lamb, the hungry are filled
with good things and the rich are sent empty
away. The Kingdom is so different from our
ordinary experience that Jesus can only point
toward it with provocative surprise ending
zinger stories (parables, “The Kingdom of God
is like . . . ..” Even Jesus could not say what
the Kingdom is, only that it is like this or like
that. But it is like something surprising and
joyful and utterly new. Being the vanguard for a
new way of living is a tall task. “If anyone is in
Christ, look! A new creation!” It’s a big, big
deal.

So just what is the mission? My way of finding
it is to take the Gospels and stack them up
against the on-the-ground situation in which we
live. What does the Gospel tell us about human
trafficking, domestic violence, pandemics,
poverty, environmental degradation, the threat
of genocide in the Central African Republic?
We are the Body of Christ. What does the
Body of Christ do in the face of such things?
Karl Barth began each day reading the Bible
and the newspaper – together. Not a bad way
to find the Kingdom mission.
For those who want to have the answer spelled
out a bit clearer in advance, we have some
guides from the Church. We might start with
the Catechism. The mission of the Church is
“to reconcile all people to God and each other
in Christ.” The world is spiritually bleeding to
death from the wounds of broken relationships.
We have been given the job of healing those
wounds. Who is at odds in the world today?
The Church’s job is to bring them together and
make peace. If we don’t know how to do that,
it’s our job to learn.
Another helpful guide is the Five Marks of
Mission adopted by the Episcopal Church and
the Anglican Communion:
1. Proclaim the gospel (evangelism)
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right answers. We may not be able to act on
the answers we come up with. But we can at
least ask the right questions – ask them often
and ask them seriously.

2. Baptize and nurture new beliers (sacraments
& education)
3. Merciful service to those in need (charity)
4. Transform unjust structures (advocacy)

Yours in Christ,

5. Care for the earth (environmental care)

Dan Edwards
10th Bishop of Nevada

It makes for a good checklist. A congregational
meeting or a vestry might have a good World
Café style discussion asking two questions:

Sr. Warden's Report
Dear St. Paul’s Family,

1. What are we doing on each of the
marks of mission?

Thank you for supporting the
Stewardship
campaign:
Together We Are St. Paul’s.
This is how Episcopalians
support the mission of their
church. We put our gifts of
time, talent and treasure together to achieve all
God has in store for us.

2. What could we do on each of the
marks of mission that we are not
doing now?
I suspect most churches would find that they
are already doing more on each of the marks
than they know. I am positive any church that
dares ask these questions would find
interesting, even fun, new ways to go about
making the path straight for Christ and his
Kingdom.

Advent begins on December 1st! This is the
beginning of the church calendar: Happy New
Year!! There are book studies and other
special events during the month to help you
focus on preparing for Christmas. December
22nd will be a busy day at the church with the
presentation of Lessons and Carols followed
by the Greening of the Church. The Greening
of the Church involves putting up the
Christmas Trees and live greens as
decorations. It won’t take long if everyone
works together. There will also be a meal
together that day; look for announcements in
other parts of the Epistle and on the slides.

This may be a heresy to the dogmas of modern
management. But I don’t put that much stock in
“mission statements.” I don’t put that much
stock in any strategic plan if it was made over
four months ago. But I believe everything
depends on our asking earnestly and often
what we are doing and what we intend to do in
the immediate future to overturn the ways of
the world with the ways of God. What are we
doing to connect people with Jesus? What are
we doing now, this month, to teach people
authentic Christianity as distinguished from the
imposter religion that has stolen our identity
and wrecked our reputation? Who is hurting
that needs our tangible material kindness?
What injustice is hiding in the shadows needing
to be exposed and reversed? What part can
we play in restoring balance to our God-given
eco-system? We may not come up with the

Thank you,
Margaret Bouzek
Senior Warden

Regular Sunday Worship Times
9:00 a.m. Contemporary Praise
11:00 a.m. Traditional Rite II, with Organ
5:00 p.m. Traditional Rite II, no music
4

Jr. Warden's Report

Monthly Receipt Summary

Fortunately, we have not any
major issues with the building
this month.

November 2013
For the 2013 year, we
expect
to
receive
$210,688 from our pledge
and plate income and
should average $17,557
per month from those
sources.
The following
table shows the weekly receipts from pledge
and plate offerings for this period:

We replaced a battery in an
emergency light in the hallway
by the kitchen.
We replaced some burnt out light bulbs in the
“can” lights around the outside of the building
on the north and west sides and one in the
choir area.
The irrigation system has been shut down for
the winter.

03-Nov
17-Nov

Ken Stine
Jr. Warden

$3,584.00
$3,122.00

10-Nov
24-Nov
Online

Monthly Total

Outreach Report
Money is still coming in from
the Empty Bowls event that
benefits the Community Food
Pantry. An additional $600.00
was received in November.
Additional donations to the
Food Pantry totaled $455.00.
Other donations for the month include $335.00
for the Community Garden project, $530.00 to
Episcopal Relief and Development (ERD) for
the typhoon in the Philippines, $10.00 to United
Thank Offering (UTO), $50.00 to the Deacon
Discretionary Account, $35.00 to the Rector
Discretionary Account, $100.00 for Ken
Rackley’s ordination, and $117.00 to
Daughters of the King.

$3,026.00
$4,602.00
$2,870.00
$17,204.00

The monthly treasurer’s report contains detail
on all our financial activity, and is posted in the
narthex. You can direct questions to any Vestry
member, Dick Stufflebeam, or Patti Stine.
(Email:dick@stpaulssparks.org)

Stewardship Pledge Drive
Thank you to everyone who has made a
financial pledge to St. Paul’s for 2014. If you
have not yet submitted your pledge card,
please mail it to the church, or put it in the
regular offering plate. Need a card? There are
some in the back of the church. Thank you
again.

Patti Stine
Outreach Committee

December in the Food Pantry
“Baby It’s Cold Outside”
This month the pantry is collecting
Soup, Chili, Hot Cocoa, and other
things that warm you from the inside
out!

Pinterest Interest Group
Come join us in the parish hall on
Monday, January 6th at 6 p.m.
For questions call Tricia Woodliff
at 200-6677 or email her at
triciawoodliff@hotmail.com

Thank you for helping feed and meet the needs
of those within our area.
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Prayers of the People
Please help us keep our Prayer Chain List up
to date. Let someone in the Prayer Chain
Group or Robin in the office know each month
if we are to continue to pray for your special
people. Thank you.

Week Of:
Oct. 3
Oct. 10
Oct. 17
Oct. 24

Jack, Gina, Art, Erin, Russell, Forrest, Preston,
Kim, Kathy, Russ, Pat, Keith, Sherre, Barbara,
Cole, Ronny, Phyllis, Larry, Debby, Rev.
Karen, Jameson Walker, John, Maureen,
Susan, Harriet, Angela, Eric, Carol, Victoria,
Andrew, Pamela, Robert, Sadie, Harry, Anne,
Joe, Marlene, Sue, Barb, Bette’s family, Sofia,
Dennis, Melva’s family, Charlie’s family,
Wanda, Keith’s family, Corrine’s family, Margie,
Alexis, Bud, Brooke, Damon, Mickey, Shirley,
Debbie, Natalie, Leland, Janell, Philip, Nancy,
Nanette,
Patty,
Lucia,
Brendan,
Nic,
Rosemarie, Betty, Tom, Rev. Ann, Ellie, Katie,
Wes, Mike, Doris, Glady, Dody and all those
affected by the many tragic incidents around
the world.

Total

Worship Attendance Last Month
9:00 AM 11:00 AM 5:00 PM
108
30
13
85
54
15
100
36
7
96
39
14

Thursdays
8 07-Nov
5
14-Oct
9 21-Nov

389
159
49
22
November Average Sunday Attendance = 149

Change in Worship Times
Here are a few changes in our worship times
for December and January.
December 22nd
Combined 10:00 a.m.
service. This service will be The Advent
Festival of Lessons and Carols. There will
be a regular 5:00 p.m. service on this day.
December 24th
5:30 p.m. This will be our
Contemporary Family Style Christmas Eve
Service. We will begin singing Christmas
Carols at 5:20 p.m.

Military: Andrew, Ryan, Jeffrey, Tyler, Sierra,
Owen, Larry, Brian and Lt. Col Bruce.

December 24th 10:30 p.m. This will be our
Traditional Christmas Eve Service. We will
begin singing Christmas Carols at 10:20 p.m.

Angel Tree
The tags will indicate the
age and gift suggestion for
the recipient. Please bring
the UNWRAPPED gifts
back to St. Paul’s with the
tag attached to the item no
later than December 15th. Any questions call
Barbara Papadakos at 329-2295 or e-mail her
at QH-50@sbcglobal.net.

December 25th 10:00 a.m. This will be our
only Christmas Day service. It is a traditional
service without music.

Special Combined Worship Times

January 26th On Sunday, January 26th we will
have our Annual Parish Meeting during a
combined 10:00 a.m. worship service. Since
every member is HIGHLY encouraged and/or
expected to attend this meeting there will NOT
be a 5:00 p.m. service on this Sunday.

December 29th Combined 10:00 a.m. service.
There will be a regular 5:00 p.m. service on
the day.
January 5th Epiphany Celebration. Combined
10:00 a.m. worship with Epiphany Play. There
will NOT be a 5:00 p.m. service on this day.

10:00 a.m. December 22nd
10:00 a.m. December 29th
10:00 a.m. January 5th
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Lectio Divina Bible Study

Youth Group: EYC

Come and join us in the parish hall for this
Holy Spirit guided study of scripture.
(no homework required )
Combined Men’s and Women’s Group
Thursdays from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

10:30 to 12:30 Sundays in the Youth Room
(Meets each week unless otherwise noted)

Men’s Group
Thursdays from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

What is EYC? EYC is an Episcopal
Youth Community where all youth (and their
friends) grades 6-12 are invited to come to
participate. The focus will be different each
week, but you can count on whatever the EYC
is doing it will stimulate our growth with God,
our growth with each, and our growth in
serving Christ in the world.

Contact The Rev. Mike Margerum for more
information. mgoodmarge@gmail.com or
775-229-2695

St. Paul’s Prayers & Squares
The "Prayers and Squares"
ministry
is
a
special
"outreach" tool to share the
love of Christ. The quilts
bring a tangible example of
the love we all share with
those who are suffering in
body, mind or spirit. You do not have to know
how to sew, or like to sew, but can also just
join us for the fellowship we all share.

Not
sure
about
the
EYC
We invite you to come and see.

thing?

From the Youth Leader:
I’m so pleased at the level of
commitment to EYC being
shown by our youth. If you have
not noticed, we have a wonderful
group of thoughtful and caring
youth in our parish.

We meet on the second Saturday of each
month in the Parish Hall from 9 A.M. to noon.

I am also pleased and very thankful for the
support the congregation is extending to our
youth. You have given them their own space,
kept them fed, transported them, and help
them understand what Christian community is
all about. Thank you St. Paul’s!

We gladly receive donations of materials,
thread, etc. and cash to purchase necessary
supplies.
If you would like to join us, or if you would like
to request a quilt for someone, please contact
Victoria Sidener 322-2375.

EYC December Schedule
EYC December 1st: No EYC today…spend
time with your family and be thankful.
EYC December 8th: Growing with God
day. We will be looking at Advent in our lives.
EYC December 15th: Christmas Party!!!
NO EYC December 22nd or 29th

Organ Donor Awareness Month
December is Organ Donor Awareness Month.
There will be an information table in the
narthex on December 8th. Being an organ
donor is easy and painless.  If you are not
already, please pray about it.
7

much the smoke drifts horizontally away from
the incense reveals how serious a leak you
may have.

St. Paul’s Garden Project
Do you like the idea of St. Paul’s having a
Parish Garden? We are looking to transform
the grassy area in the back of the building into
a raised garden paradise. If you would like to
help make this happen we could use your help.

Got Shoes?
Deacon Mike is collecting new and gently used
men’s shoes to donate to the Restitution
Center. The Restitution Center helps inmates
transition from being incarcerated into finding
jobs upon release. There is a barrel in the
narthex for you to put the shoes. Thank you.

We are going to need to strip the grass, raise
the boxes, install drip lines, etc., and we need
to raise about $1,500 to pay for it. Yes…we
could really use your help!

Advent Study: The Lord’s Prayer

This project will help benefit our parishioners
as well as feed the hungry from the pantry. If
you have questions, or if you want to donate
your skills and funding to the project, please
contact The Rev. Mike Margerum at
mgoodmarge@gmail.com or 775-229-2695.

During the first three weeks in December we
are going to take a closer look at the Lord’s
Prayer and how we might better apply it to our
lives. This one hour class will be offered at two
separate days and times:
Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. beginning Dec. 4th
Sundays at 3:00 p.m. beginning Dec. 1st

Need Baked Good
for a Holiday Party? Meeting? Birthday?
Check
out
Sally
Sue’s
Bakery
www.sarahlightfoot.blogspot.com

Come and join Fr. Kirk during this time of
preparation for the birth of our savior.

at

Baptismal Days: January and April

Sally Sue’s Bakery is run by our very own
Sarah and Hayley Lightfoot. ALL proceeds go
to St. Paul’s Church. For orders and questions
call Sarah 830-8964 or Hayley 813-1955.
Visit the website for a pricelist and pictures of
their past works.

The next scheduled days for baptisms will be
January 12th and Easter services, Saturday
April 19th and 20th. If you or someone you
know is seeking baptism, please contact the
parish office to arrange proper instruction. 775358-4474 Office@StPaulsSparks.org

Epistle Ecology Shorts
Energy: The average US home
has enough air leaks to equal
an open window. Sealing and
insulating your home can save
you up to 20% on heating and
cooling costs, and upwards of
10% on your total energy bill.
A simple method for inspecting your home for
energy-sucking air leaks is to take a stick of
incense on a windy day, and hold it around
window frames, doors, and areas where
plumbing and wiring go through walls. How
8

Help Sponsor Special Music

Advent Festival of Lessons & Carols

We have had such a positive
response from our members
when
we
have
guest
musicians
play
in
our
traditional worship services.
Because of this, we would like to be able to
bring in special musicians more often
throughout the year.

December 22nd
Combined 10:00 a.m.
service. This service will be The Advent
Festival of Lessons and Carols. There will
be a regular 5:00 p.m. service on this day.

Annual Parish Meeting
On Sunday, January 26th we will have our
annual parish meeting during a combined
10:00 a.m. worship service.
Since every
member is HIGHLY encouraged and/or
expected to attend this meeting there will not
be a 5:00 p.m. service on this Sunday.

If you would like to help sponsor a string
quartet and trumpet player for our 10:30 p.m.
Christmas service, as well as other musicians
throughout the year, you now have the
opportunity.

New Vestry Members Needed
Do you love St. Paul’s and actively participate
in worship and ministry? Do you have a desire
for the mission of St. Paul’s to expand and
grow in the years to come? Are you able to
make decisions for the future of St. Paul’s?

There are special envelopes in the narthex that
you can use to make a donation to the special
music fund in honor or memory of someone
you love.

If you answered yes to these questions, please
contact Fr. Kirk to discuss what it means to be
on the Vestry of the parish.
358-4474
Kirk@StPaulsSparks.org

Daughters of the King
"Have
you
seen
that
beautiful quilt hanging in the
Narthex?! If not, go take a
gander! It was made by our
own Julia Stoddard. She has
donated it to the Daughters of the King. We will
raffle it off this December. For only $1.00 a
ticket or 6 for $5.00, it could go home with you
after the service on December 22nd! Get your
tickets from Margaret Bouzek or Victoria
Sidener. The proceeds will go to the Casa de
Vida, a charity that helps young women who
are pregnant and/or their babies."

Christmas Flowers
Envelopes for Christmas altar
poinsettias are in the narthex.
This is a wonderful way to
remember loved ones and to
give thanks for God’s blessings
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December Coming Events

Saturday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Saturday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday

Dec. 7, 2013
Dec. 7, 2013
Dec. 8, 2013
Dec. 8, 2013
Dec. 8, 2013
Dec. 9, 2013
Dec. 11, 2013
Dec. 12, 2013
Dec. 12, 2013
Dec. 12, 2013
Dec. 14, 2013
Dec. 14, 2013
Dec. 15, 2013
Dec. 15, 2013
Dec. 18, 2013
Dec. 19, 2013
Dec. 19, 2013
Dec. 19, 2013
Dec. 21, 2013
Dec. 22, 2013
Dec. 22, 2013
Dec. 22, 2013
Dec. 22, 2013
Dec. 24, 2013
Dec. 24, 2013
Dec. 25, 2013
Dec. 25, 2013
Dec. 25, 2013
Dec. 28, 2013
Dec. 29, 2013
Dec. 29, 2013

Daughters of the King
Food Pantry: Pictures with Santa
Organ Donation Awareness Day
EYC
Advent Study : The Lord’s Prayer
Vestry Meeting
Advent Study: The Lord’s Prayer
Lectio Divina – Bible Study
Healing Service with Holy Eucharist
Men’s Bible Study Group
Prayers & Squares
Kiwanis: The Noteables
EYC
Advent Study: The Lord’s Prayer
Advent Study: The Lord’s Prayer
Lectio Divina – Bible Study
Healing Service with Holy Eucharist
Men’s Bible Study Group
Daughters of the King
Lessons and Carols
Parish Breakfast Veggie Garden Fundraiser
No EYC this week
Greening of the Church
Christmas Eve Contemporary Family Praise
Christmas Eve Traditional Holy Eucharist Service
Christmas Day Traditional Holy Eucharist Service
Epistle Deadline
Food Pantry is Closed til 1/8/14
Food Pantry is Closed til 1/8/14
One morning service @ 10:00 a.m.
No EYC this week

10:00 am
1:00 pm
10:30 am
3:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
11:00 am
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:00 am
1:00 pm
10:30 am
3:00 pm
6:00 pm
11:00 am
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
10:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
11:30 am
5:30 pm
10:30 pm
10:00 am
12:00 pm

Recurring Events
Rector’s Sabbath is every Tuesday
AA meets every Monday at 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. in the Choir Room
Choir Practice (Check with your Choir Director)
Praise Team (Check with your Team Leader)
AA (Women’s group) meets Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in Parish Hall
Alanon meets every Thursday at 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. in Classroom 40
Food Pantry is open every Wed.10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. & Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Gam-anon meets every Thursday 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the Choir Room
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