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From the Pile on Fr. Kirk’s Desk… 
 
INVITATION SUNDAY: July 28th 

 
“What!” said the parishioner 
to the Rector.  “You want me 
to invite someone to church 
on Sunday, July 28th?” And 
the Rector calmly replies, 
“Why yes… Yes I do.”  

     In reality, every Sunday is “Invitation 
Sunday.” To be inviting is what we are called to 
do.  We are called to invite people to come and 
experience the good things we have to 
offer…and even more importantly we are 
called to invite people to come and experience 
the life changing goodness the Gospel has to 
offer. 
     We can easily recommend a good book, a 
good movie, or a good restaurant. It is time we 
begin recommending a good church.  St. 
Paul’s is a good church.  We offer something 
our culture is starving for but didn’t know where 
to find it.   
     St. Paul’s offers a loving, non-judgmental, 
accepting, grace filled, and hopeful experience; 
a place where people can come as they are 
without shame and without fear of being looked 
down upon. 
     People need a faith tradition like ours, but 
they can’t find us if they don’t know we exist.  
We are good at being welcoming, now let’s be 
inviting. 
     I ask that you invite two people to church at 
10:00 a.m. on Sunday, July 28th.  There will be 
a pot-luck lunch that follows.  We have simple 
invitation cards for you to pass out which will 
make the inviting part easier.   
     If you have a friend you want to invite that is 
great, however feel free to invite a perfect 
stranger…they need us too.  My experience is 
that when you are aware of the need to invite 
someone, the opportunity will present itself.  All 

you have to do is keep your eyes and ears 
open and it will hit you when the time is right.   
     If for some reason the third week of July 
rolls around and the right moment to hand 
someone an invitation card has not presented 
itself, then here is what I want you to do.  
Wherever you find yourself, be it the grocery 
store, the bus stop, McDonald’s, etc., I want 
you to walk up to a perfect stranger, and with a 
smile, hand them the invitation card and say, 
“Hi.  I’d like to invite you to St. Paul’s Church 
on Sunday.” If you are feeling extra bold you 
can add, “It might be just what you need.” Then 
head for the door and start breathing again. 
 
     I’m really not asking you to die on the cross, 
even if it may feel like it. 
 
           Peace, 
 

 
 
The Bishop’s Corner 

 A new priest at one of our 
small town churches goes 
to a local gathering place. 
He tells the people he is 
the new priest at St. 
Swithens. The locals ask, 
“Are they still fighting?” 

A layperson at another 
small town church tells a 

friend where she worships. The friend says, 
“I’ve been to several events there. Every time, 
your church members are gossiping about 
people here in town. I wouldn’t want them to 
know much about me.” 

Most of the church people I know are pretty 
good folks. Members of faith communities are 
statistically healthier, happier, and more likely 
to do civic good where they live. There is 
plenty of objective evidence that we are doing 
something right. So here’s what I wonder 
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about:  Why is there also so much unhealthy 
behavior in congregations: selfishness, power 
grabbing, cultural insensitivity, undermining, 
manipulation, stinginess, and a whole list of 
moral failings? People who have been 
practicing Christian spirituality their whole long 
lives, people who love the Lord and receive the 
sacraments behave in ways no self-respecting 
garden club would tolerate in its members. 
Truth be told, it shakes my faith – not in Christ, 
but in Christianity. The only proof of any 
religion is that it makes people better. I’m not 
sure we are doing that as well as we might. 
People outside our walls are outside our walls 
because they don’t like what they see going on 
inside our walls. They are not entirely wrong. 

The Epistles (and the New Testament in 
general) teach that Christianity is a group 
project. Our Bible is a guide to how we are to 
behave toward each other so that we can be 
the ongoing incarnation, the Body of Christ in 
the world, the human channels of God’s love 
and mercy. “They’ll know we are Christians by 
our love,” the song says. That’s what I don’t 
always see us doing very well. Again, most 
church folks do quite well and churches do 
plenty of good. But the good we do is eclipsed 
in the eyes of outsiders by all the petty 
badness – emphasis on petty because we 
misbehave in big ways over embarrassingly 
small issues. So what’s up with these good 
people doing bad things? 

My hypothesis: a big part of the problem is 
good intentions badly implemented. Meaning 
well actually gets us in moral trouble. “The path 
to hell is paved with good intentions.” We start 
with this right principle: The Church should 
accept, befriend, and embrace people the rest 
of the world does not. Some churches 
understandably don’t do that. But most of us do 
accept the outcasts. The problem is: what then 
do we do with them? This is where the trouble 
starts. To make them feel welcome, we put 

them in charge – not always formally, but de 
facto. 

Dennis Maynard’s book, When Sheep Attack, 
is about how small minority groups in 
congregations can destroy a pastor’s ministry 
and run him or her right out of town. That isn’t 
all they do. Vocal minorities do all manner of 
mischief in faith communities. Maynard 
characterizes the small minorities as 
pathological. But the problem isn’t the 
pathological minorities. It’s that the 
congregation as a whole defers to them. The 
least healthy people in a congregation often 
seek to control it and are able to do so 
precisely because all the nice church folks 
want to appease them. Love means doing 
whatever it takes to make the crazy folks 
happy. The result: a nutocracy. Maynard 
prescribes pretty aggressive responses, a sort 
of surgical removal of the malignant cells. I 
don’t’ think that is either right or effective. But 
his analysis of church dynamics is on the mark. 

The implicit cultural norm of churches is to not 
only tolerate but to appease unhealthy 
behavior. Some clergy undertake to police 
those behaviors, but those clergy don’t usually 
survive long. The policy of appeasement 
always wins if the ordained leader is the only 
person trying to change the system. The worst 
part of it is that by cow towing to bad behavior 
in our midst, we encourage our weakest 
members to act worse. And people who might 
behave well in the rest of life learn that church 
is the place they can act out their worst selves 
because church is where they can get away 
with it. The normative behavior of a 
congregation does not look like the Kingdom of 
God and the people do not function together as 
the Body of Christ. 

So how might we turn this around? The first 
generation Christians understood their 
fellowship as a crucible of moral and spiritual 
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transformation, a place where we are changed. 
My pastoral consultant once said to me, 
“Programs don’t change people. People 
change people.” True enough, but how can we 
organize our relationships in way that allows us 
to make each other better instead of worse? 

I have three basic suggestions for starters: 

1. Behavioral Covenants.  A tennis court 
needs boundary lines. We all need to know 
where they are. It doesn’t work nearly as well 
for an authority figure (the pastor for example) 
to draw the boundary lines. Then the pastor 
becomes the enforcer and will soon be driven 
out by a congregation that never owned the 
boundaries. We need boundary lines drawn by 
the community itself. Gilbert Rendle has written 
a helpful little book, Behavioral Covenants In 
Congregations, available from Alban Institute. 
Of course, people are imperfect. We will hit the 
ball out of bounds from time to time. Any of us 
will do that. But the community that has drawn 
the boundaries will recognize when the ball is 
out of bounds and can remind the out-of-
bounds person of the norms for discourse in 
the community. Examples: What kind of 
communications can be done by e-mail? What 
communications need to be face to face? What 
is it appropriate to say about someone who is 
not in the room? What kind of communications 
is appropriate for confidentiality? Which are 
unhealthy secrets? Having answers to those 
questions in advance can make a huge 
difference. I know of one congregation that 
went from crippling civil strive to vibrant health 
and growth thanks to such a behavioral 
covenant. I know another that weathered a 
short failed rectorate without falling into 
blaming each other, again because of a sound 
behavioral covenant. 

2. Circles Practice. Attentive listening, 
intentional speaking, and mindful relationship 
do not come naturally, especially when we are 

enculturated to act contentiously. These 
practices require skill and discipline. We can 
teach people these skills in church. These are 
basic skills for virtuous participation in the 
human community. Christians ought to be good 
at that; so the Church ought to be in the 
business of training us. There are a variety of 
approaches to these practices. I started with 
Industrial Areas Foundation broad-based 
community organizing where I learned one-on-
one and small group relational meeting skills. I 
moved from there to Parker Palmer’s Circles of 
Trust work. The main book is Palmer’s A 
Hidden Wholeness. Training is offered through 
the Center For Courage & Renewal. 
http://www.couragerenewal.org. The clearest, 
most usual friendly book on how to do such a 
process may be The Circle Way by Baldwin 
and Linnea. The World Café is another 
approach to this kind of respectful discourse. 
http://www.theworldcafe.com. We can 
intentionally create safe place situations for 
honest conversation. We can cultivate healthy, 
wise habits like speaking from curiosity instead 
of judgment. These are processes we can use 
to deepen and improve relationships, build 
character, and strengthen our communities to 
become what we were meant to be. 

3. Alternative Models Of Decision-Making. 
We could combine behavioral covenants and 
circle practice to change our ways of making 
decisions. That would profoundly transform the 
power dynamics in congregational life. Today, 
most congregations have two decision-making 
processes – the formal visible one and the 
informal invisible one. Formal visible decision-
making is done in public meetings with Roberts 
Rules. Motions are made and voted up or 
down. It is a contest with winners and losers. 
But we rarely actually make decisions that way. 
When we do, conflict has become hotter than 
the system can bear for long. Usually, those 
formal public meetings just document the 
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decisions that have been made informally. The 
informal invisible process is consensus 
achieved by finding the lowest common 
denominator. The person in the room who is 
hardest to pacify wins by getting his or her 
way. A third option is to pull the informal 
process into public view and talk things through 
in a healthy way using a circles practice like 
World Cafe. We can find an authentic 
consensus of those operating inside the 
boundaries. 

These are just three starter suggestions for 
how a church might shift its culture. We can 
become the kind of community that people 
want to join because we are a safe place to be 
ourselves and explore our truths, a place that 
challenges us to change without coercing us 
with guilt. We can become clearer channels for 
grace. But it won’t happen without an 
intentional decision to undertake a process of 
deep change in how we go about being 
Church. 

Sr. Warden's Report 
Happy Summer to All! 

I’m hoping that you are 
planning to or have taken a 
vacation this summer.  We 
are always interested in 
reading bulletins from 
churches you have the 
opportunity to visit.  Please 

drop them off in the office when you can. 

There are many church activities continuing 
this summer.  We have a potluck planned the 
last Sunday of every month.  July’s event will 
be on July 28th.   These are truly pot luck and 
there will be no sign up sheets!  Please check 
the calendar for other opportunities to get 
together with your church family. 

Several of the vestry members attended a 
workshop “New Dollars, New Partners”.  One 

of the things we were encouraged to do was to 
see our church as a community resource.  In 
the past we have had several community 
programs, Kid’s Klub, preschool, and so forth.  
Currently we are a resource to the St. Paul’s 
Community Food Pantry and several support 
groups.  If you are a member of an 
organization that is looking for a meeting 
space, please consider the church.  All 
requests should be submitted to Fr. Kirk or 
Junior Warden, Ken Stine. 

Vestry meetings are interesting events where 
we discuss opportunities for ministry as well as 
financial matters.  There is a vestry member 
assigned to each of the programs in the 
church.  Read over the minutes that are posted 
on the bulletin board outside the office to find 
out more. 

Remember that church expenses continue 
year round.  It is important to keep your pledge 
up to date.  If you have any concerns or need 
to make a change, you may talk with Fr. Kirk, 
Dick Stufflebeam, Treasurer, or Patti Stine, 
Assistant Treasurer.  If you have not made a 
pledge, you can do that at any time.  Thank 
you! 

Have a safe and enjoyable Fourth of July. 

Margaret Bouzek 
Sr. Warden 
 
Jr. Warden's Report 

 The major leak in the irrigation 
system on the west side of the 
building was repaired.  When 
the line was “fired up”, we 
found another leak on down the 
line.  Luckily, this break was not 
under the concrete and was a 

fairly easy fix.  The line appears to be working 
now and hopefully we will not have any other 



6 

 

problems with it.  We now have to replace the 
concrete that was removed. 

The Vestry approved funds for two new toilets 
for the ladies restroom.  I am hoping that by the 
time you read this they will have been installed. 

There are many other projects in the works 
(chair repair, venting in the classrooms, fixing 
up the EYC room, etc.) and any and all help 
would be appreciated.  If you are available to 
help us, please contact me and I will put you 
on our “helper” list.  (I am now working on 
Sundays in Virginia City so I can be reached at 
425-0460). 

Ken Stine 
Jr. Warden 
 
Monthly Receipt Summary 
June 2013 

 
For the 2013 year, we 
expect to receive $210,688 
from our pledge and plate 
income.  As a gauge, we 
should average $17,557 
per month from those 
sources.  Though not a 

sophisticated method, this gives us a guide to 
how we are performing throughout the year in 
regard to our budgeted income.  To help 
account for 4 Sunday/5 Sunday months we use 
$4,052 per week for the comparison.   

The following table shows the weekly receipts 
from pledge and plate offerings for this period: 

2-Jun $5,188.00 9-Jun $2,525.00
16-Jun $8,194.00 23-Jun $3,098.00

Online $2,065.00
$21,070.00Monthly Total

 

Due to substantial unpledged gifts for the four 
week period covered we are $4,862.00 over 
our goal for the period, and are $1,397.00 
ahead of our year-to-date expectation.  

The monthly treasurer’s report contains detail 
on all our financial activity, and is posted in the 
narthex. You can direct questions to any Vestry 
member, Dick Stufflebeam, or Patti Stine.  
(Email:dick@stpaulssparks.org) 

 
July in the Food Pantry  
 

P.B.&J.Match.com 
 
"Bring in your favorite jam or jelly 
and we will match it up to a 
fabulous peanut butter!  A smooth 
peanut butter may love a luscious 

preserve.  A chunky might like to hook up with 
a silky jelly. Be adventurous and surprise a 
peanut butter with and apricot jam or an 
orange marmalade.  There's a peanut butter 
for every kind of jam or jelly!  Let us make a 
match made in heaven!" 
 
Food Pantry Help 
 
Our Food Pantry needs a regular Friday 
volunteer for the Smith’s Food and Drug 
pickup.  This volunteer (with a pickup truck) 
would go to the Smith’s Food and Drug located 
at 1255 Baring Blvd, Sparks, on Fridays at 8:30 
a.m. The volunteer would pick up whatever 
Smith's was donating that week and bring it 
back to the pantry.  There will be "training" so 
the new volunteer will feel comfortable in the 
duties.  To Volunteer or to inquire about the 
ministry, please contact Dan Ward at 775- 560-
2910 or  dfward1@sbcglobal.net  or contact 
Barbara Monroy bmonroy@mynews.com  775-
742-4856 

 

mailto:dfward1@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bmonroy@mynews.com
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Outreach Report 
June was a busy month for 
outreach with donations going 
to many different areas.  The 
Community Food Pantry at St. 
Paul’s received donations of 
$460.00, a donation to the 
Food Bank of Northern 

Nevada of $300.00 will go toward their Kid’s 
Lunch Program, and $300.00 will go to 
Episcopal Relief and Development (ERD) for 
the victims of Hurricane Sandy.  Other 
donations for the month included $55.00 to the 
Prayers and Squares quilt ministry, $170.00 to 
the Deacon’s Discretionary Account, $300.00 
to the Rector’s Discretionary Account, and 
$260.00 from Youth Ministries EYC bake sale. 

Patti Stine 
Outreach Committee 
 
Prayers of the People 
Johne, Jack, Gina, Art, Erin, Jane Ann, 
Russell, Forrest, Preston, Alyson, Kim, Kathy, 
Russ, Keith, Casey, John, Sherre, Barbara, 
Cole, Ronny, Robert, Phyllis, Larry, Wyatt, 
Cathy, Gene, Jim, Nancie, Gay Gay, Malayni, 
Paisley, Peg, Nica, Debby, Rev. Karen, Alan’s 
family, Jameson Walker, Linda, Steve, Dan, 
Gary, Cody, Amy, Maureen, Sophie, Boia, 
Joetta’s family, Victoria,  Kelly, Jean, Sharon, 
Stacy, Susan, Carley, Ray, Jerie, Marilyn, 
Harriet, Barb, Mary Lou and family, Michael 
Henry, Kelli, Hayley, Angela, Jerry’s family, 
Justin’s family, George, Carol, Eric, Nancy, 
Peggy, Lee, Sarah, Bobbi, Jamie, Andrew, 
Ralphie, Roger’s family, Danni, Pamela, Jamie, 
Sadie, Harry, Anne, Joe, Pat, Marlene, Sue, 
Dorothy and Bette. 

Military: Lorn, Layne, Allison, Andrew, Ryan, 
Jeffrey, Tyler, Sierra, Owen, Larry and Robert. 

 
 

June Worship Attendance 

Week Of: Sun 10 a.m. Sun 5 p.m. Thurs 6 p.m.
June 2nd 107 8 6 #
June 9th 99 12 9 #
June 16th 97 16 11 #
June 23rd 108 13 9 #
June 30th 153 none Bishop's visit
Total 564 49 35

Worship Attendance Last Month

June Average Sunday Attendance = 123
 
New Intercessor Ministry 
Have you ever thought you might want to read 
the lessons during worship but you didn’t want 
to go up in the front of the church to read? The 
new intercessor ministry is perfect for you! 

As an intercessor, you would read the Prayers 
of the People during our worship, but NOT 
from up in front.  The Prayers of the People are 
now being read from the lectern in the back of 
the church.   

To join this new ministry, call the parish office 
358-4474, or email Fr. Kirk at 
Kirk@StPaulsSparks.org  If you are already a 
lector, then you are automatically an 
Intercessor.  

GOT A PINTEREST INTEREST?  
Want to actually do something 
you've pinned?  First Monday of 
every month at 6:00 p.m. we meet 
in the parish hall for food from a 
Pinterest recipe and make fun 

crafty Pinterest ideas. You DON’T have to 
know anything about Pinterest to come and 
have fun. This is a time for fellowship, so come 
on and let’s get to know each other.  See you 
July 1st. For questions call Tricia Woodliff at 
200-6677 or email at 
triciawoodliff@hotmail.com 
 

mailto:triciawoodliff@hotmail.com
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Men’s Thursday Evening Group 
We invite all men to our Thursday night group 
who are interested in furthering their 
relationship with God though use of Lectio 
Divina (Godly reading of Scripture.) We 
currently meet from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
every Thursday. In the fall we will look into a 
more formal bible study.  Contact Mike 
Margerum for more information. 
mikemargerum@yahoo.com   or 775-229-2695 
 
Combined Men’s & Women’s Group 
Thursday Mornings 
We would like to invite all comers, men and 
women who are interested in furthering their 
relationship with God though the use of Lectio 
Divina (Godly reading of Scripture.) We meet 
from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. every Thursday.  
For more information, contact Mike Margerum. 
mikemargerum@yahoo.com  or 775-229-2695 
 
Thank You from Rev. Kathy 

I’d like to take this opportunity 
to thank the congregations of 
St. Catherine’s, St. Paul’s and 
Trinity for their support of the 
youth in the Reno/Sparks 
area over the last 6 years.  

The joint youth group was a radical idea; still 
practiced in only a few dioceses of the 
Episcopal Church; yet these three churches 
were willing to take a risk, and came together 
to offer this to their young people.  Because of 
you, our teens have grown and matured in their 
faith, provided countless hours of service to 
their churches and communities, participated in 
diocesan and national youth events, and 
experienced 6 transformative mission trips, 
serving people throughout the West.  Because 
of you, their lives have been changed.  I am so 
grateful to have been a part of this amazing 
adventure – thank you!  Rev. Kathy 

Epistle Ecology Shorts 
Pesticide residue is on most 
non-organic fruits and 
vegetables.  Look for Organic, 
local, and in-season produce 
for the best fruits and 
veggies.  The following list of 

fruit and veggies contain the most pesticide 
residue; it is most important to buy these 
organic:  apples; bell peppers; celery; cherries; 
imported grapes; nectarines; peaches; pears; 
potatoes; raspberries; spinach; and 
strawberries.  Organic may cost more, but it is 
worth not eating pesticide yuck! 
 
St. Paul’s Prayers & Squares 
The "Prayers and Squares" 
ministry is a special 
"outreach" tool to share the 
love of Christ. The quilts 
bring a tangible example of 
the love we all share with 
those who are suffering in 
body, mind or spirit. You do not have to know 
how to sew, or like to sew, but can also just 
join us for the fellowship we all share.  

We meet on the second Saturday of each 
month in the Parish Hall from 9 A.M. to noon.  

We gladly receive donations of materials, 
thread, etc. and cash to purchase necessary 
supplies.  

If you would like to join us, or if you would like 
to request a quilt for someone, please contact 
Victoria Sidener 322-2375. 

Need Baked Goods? Having a Meeting, 
Birthday, Anniversary, or other Gathering? 
Check out Sally Sue’s Bakery at 
www.sarahlightfoot.blogspot.com 
Sally Sue’s Bakery is run by our very own 
Sarah and Hayley Lightfoot. ALL proceeds go 
to St. Paul’s Church. For orders and questions 

mailto:mikemargerum@yahoo.com
mailto:mikemargerum@yahoo.com
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call Sarah 830-8964 or Hayley 813-1955.          
Visit the website for a pricelist and pictures of 
their past works. 
 

St. Paul’s Men’s Escape 
It’s Time to Officially Sign-Up! 
From lunch on Saturday August 17th through 
the lunch on the 18th the men of St. Paul’s are 
invited to a fun weekend at Camp Galilee on 
Lake Tahoe.  The cost is $80.00 per person 
which includes 4 excellent meals! Contact Dick 
Stufflebeam 313-3217 or Fr. Kirk 358-4474 to 
sign-up or to get more information. Make 
checks out to St. Paul’s with Men’s Escape in 
the subject line. 
 

Summer Book Study 
Meeting Jesus Again for the First time  
by Marcus Borg.  
July 7 through August 11 
11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
 
Contact Connie Patterson for more information. 
cp4675@att.net   775-359-4675 
 

News from Church School 
Bring yourself, bring your cousins, bring your 
friends and neighbors… We’ll be open for 
business all summer during the 10:00 a.m. 
service.  If you have any questions just call the 
church 358-4474 and we’ll get you in touch 
with Jeannine Funk, the Church School Co-
coordinator. 
 

EYC Calendar 
Meeting dates for July: 

Saturday, July 6th – 13th:  Mission Trip to San 
Diego, California 

Thursday, July 25th:  11:00 am to 7:00 pm 
Wild Island Day 

Please contact Rev. Kathy Hopner at 329-4279 
if you would like to join us for a day at Wild 
Island.  The general admission cost is $27.99 
per person.  The group rates start at 30; as that 

is more than we usually have, we are on the 
hunt for discounted tickets – and will keep you 
informed on what we find. 

St. Paul’s Youth Group Meeting 
Calling all St. Paul’s youth grades 6-12 and 
their parents. You are invited to gather in 
classroom 40 on Sunday, July 28th at 11:30a.  

During this time we will take a look at the new 
youth room and decide what finishing touches 
it might need.  We’ll also talk to both the youth 
and parents about what the new St. Paul’s 
youth program might look like, what 
educational topics are of interest, and whatever 
else pops up. 

We are looking forward to a productive and 
exciting year!     

Worship Schedule 
Now through 
Labor Day 

Sundays 
10:00 a.m.    
Holy Communion 
(style varies) 
5:00 p.m.   Traditional Worship No Music 
Thursdays 
  6:00 p.m.   Healing Service with Communion   
 

 

mailto:cp4675@att.net
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Help Us Create A New Youth Room  
This summer we are remodeling classroom 40 
for an exciting new purpose…a special space 
for our youth.  This space will be important in 
helping our youth stay connected to their 
church, our church.  We all connect to “church” 
from our own perspectives and by designating 
this space for our youth we are telling them 
that their perspective is just as important as 
everyone else’s. To make this happen we need 
your help.  

As of right now we need: 

• A couple couches 
• A few large bean bag chairs 
• A ping pong table  

 

We are not necessarily looking for new items, 
but our kids need to feel good about their 
space, so we don’t want “junk” either. 
If you have something on the list please let Fr. 
Kirk know and he will see if your item fits in the 
space.  Kirk@StPaulsSparks.org    775-358-
4474  Thank you for supporting our youth! 

 

Recovery Groups at St. Paul’s 
Mondays: AA Meeting @ 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays: Women’s AA @ 6:30 p.m. 
Thursdays: Gama-Non Meeting @ 6:30 p.m.  
and Ala-Non Meeting @ 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
Adult Education: EfM 
 
What in the world is EfM? 

In a very small nutshell, EfM - Exploring Faith 
Matters, is a way to connect with your faith on 
a deeper level.  The program uses a curriculum 
provided by The University of the South, as 
well as materials from authors and scholars of 
Christianity. 

Why would I consider EfM? 

If you have ever wanted to know more, learn 
more, experience more in your faith journey, 
Exploring Faith Matters can put your feet on a 
path of understanding.  As Christians, we often 
times just go with the flow.  Have you ever 
wanted to know why we do what we do?  Or, 
where, when, how or what?  EfM can give you 
the tools and encouragement to really get 
involved with faith and church. 

How does EfM work? 

Okay, this is a really boiled down explanation:  

EfM groups meet once a week for 34 weeks, 
from September to through May.  Students 
work from the text book from the University of 
the South, learn to reflect theologically (sounds 
much heavier and scarier than it really is), and 
develop their spirituality and life of worship. 

So, that is the very bare bones of Exploring 
Faith Matters.  However, the richness of the 
experience of EfM on your life as a believer 
cannot possibly be described in so few words. 

I encourage you all to consider EfM.  It’s a 
chance to realize what your own insights are 
and how you can better use them to enhance 
your faith and your understanding of what it 
means to You to be a Christian. 

In one of the closing prayers from our Rite II 
worship, we say, “And now, Father, send us 
out into the world to give us the work you have 
given us to do. To love and serve you as 
faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.”  I believe 
that Exploring Faith Matters gives us the tools 
we need to do just that. 

For more information on classes, cost and 
schedules, contact Connie Patterson at 
cp4675@att.net or call her at 775-359-4675 
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School Supplies Fund Drive 
The Daughters of the King need your help to 
collect various school supplies for children in 
our neighborhood who may not have the 
money to buy them for this upcoming school 
year.  You can help by donating school 
supplies, see list below, to this great cause.  
You may drop off donations to a box in the 
Narthex between now and August 3rd.  If you 
do not want to shop for supplies, monetary gifts 
may be put in the drop safe in an envelope with 
“School Fund Drive” written on the outside of 
the envelope.  If you write a check, make it 
payable to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church with the 
memo line designating “School Fund Drive”.  
All money donated will be used to purchase 
“gift cards” for teachers to buy supplies for their 
classes as needed. 

School Supplies 

• Lined paper either wide or college ruled 
• Highlighter pens multi-colored  
• Large and thin markers 
• Pencils regular No. 2 
• Scissors, small student type 
• Glue sticks 
• Elmer’s School Glue 
• Spiral Theme Notebooks either wide or 

college ruled 
• Pee-Chee pocket notebook folders 
• Kleenex 
• Ball point pens 
• Colored pencils 
• Crayons 
• Hand Sanitizer 

 

Thanks for your consideration and time into 
making it possible for less fortunate children to 
have a leveled chance at learning this school 
year. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact Margaret Bouzek or Marge Parent. 

The Daughters of the King 

ST. PAUL’S RIDE SHARE 
Effective immediately, we are starting a ride 
share ministry by and for all St. Paul’s 
worshippers (you don’t have to be a member) 
who wish to attend our church and who might 
sometimes need a ride to services and other 
events on our premises.  It is our hope that 
attending services will be easier than ever for 
everyone and that ride sharing will offer new 
opportunities for members of our congregation 
and visitors to create new friendships and learn 
more about each other in a helpful and friendly 
environment. 

Following are some suggestions to make ride 
sharing easy: 

1. If you are in need of a ride to services 
and/or events at St. Paul’s, just sign up 
on the “I Need a Ride” board which is 
located in the hallway between the 
Rector’s office and the choir room..  You 
may indicate a specific date you need a 
ride, or you may indicate “Regularly” if 
those are your circumstances.  Be sure 
to select a RED push pin with a number 
on it, write that number in the proper 
space on your information line and place 
the push pin on the wall map at your 
address. 
 

2. For those of you who would like to join 
our ride share ministry, please fill in the 
appropriate contact information on the “I 
Can Give a Ride” sheet, select a 
BLACK push pin with a number on it, 
write that number in the proper space on 
your information line, and place the 
push pin on the wall map at your 
address. 
 

3. The clear push pin on the wall map 
indicates the location of St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church, 1135 12th St., 
Sparks, NV 89432, at the corner of 12th 
St. and Oddie right behind the Sparks 
Library, phone 775-358-4474. 
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4. After that, it’s up to the “Can Gives” and 
“Needs” to find each other.  The 
Reno/Sparks city map will hopefully 
allow you to choose among those folks 
who live nearest to you so that no one is 
inconvenienced to any large degree. 
 

5. When a “Need” secures a ride for the 
date(s) they request, please put a check 

in the space marked, “I Got a Ride—
Thanks!” so there is no duplication of 
offers. 
 

6. This is a work in progress, so if you 
have suggestions or comments, please 
contact Pat Purkey-Entwistle at 775-
771-0210 or patpurkey@att.net. 

 

Online Lay Pastoral Care Class  
“That we should love our neighbors as ourselves…” 

Lay Pastoral Care in the Episcopal Diocese of Nevada 

6 ninety minute sessions: 
August 3, 10, 17, 24 and September 7 and 14 (off Labor Day weekend)  

10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
• Beginnings: Basics and “Rules of the Road.”  Expectations of the course and of lay pastoral care 
• Theology and Background: Scripture, Tradition, and our Anglican Roots 
• Nuts and Bolts, how-to’s, what to do, and what to expect 
• Listening: the heart of the matter 
• Grief work 
• Wrap up, talk back, ask questions 

Join us as we explore how to effectively minister to one another as disciples of Christ.  

How do I relate to my sisters and brothers in Christ who are suffering or in need?  

How does my presence make a difference?  

What can I do that matters in a person’s life?  

And…how do I keep my needs separate from my neighbor’s needs?  

Come with us on this journey and discover how to be a faithful member of the Body of Christ as we 
“love our neighbors as ourselves.” 

To Register for this FREE educational offering go to: 
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07e7nkydq884759901&llr=k5t6vpeab 

If more information is needed contact: 

Debbi Rivera 
Administration & Communications Officer 
Episcopal Diocese of Nevada 
(702) 737-9190 
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July Coming Events 

 
 

Monday  July   1, 2013 Pinterest Interest Group      6:00 pm 
Thursday  July   4, 2013 Independence Day (Office Closed) 
Thursday  July   4, 2013 No Lectio Divina – Bible Study     
Thursday  July   4, 2013 No Healing Service with Holy Eucharist     
Thursday  July   4, 2013 No Men’s Bible Study Group     
Sunday  July   7, 2013 Summer Book Study    11:30 am 
Monday  July   8, 2013 Vestry Meeting       6:00 pm 
Thursday  July  11, 2013 Lectio Divina – Bible Study   11:00 am 
Thursday  July  11, 2013 Healing Service with Holy Eucharist    6:00 pm 
Thursday  July  11, 2013 Men’s Bible Study Group      7:00 pm 
Saturday  July  13, 2013 Prayers and Squares      9:00 am  
Sunday  July  14, 2013 Summer Book Study    11:30 am 
Thursday  July  18, 2013 Lectio Divina – Bible Study   11:00 am 
Thursday  July  18, 2013 Healing Service with Holy Eucharist    6:00 pm 
Thursday  July  18, 2013 Men’s Bible Study Group      7:00 pm 
Saturday  July  20, 2013 D.O.K.      10:00 am 
Sunday  July  21, 2013 Summer Book Study    11:30 am 
Tuesday  July  23, 2013 Empty Bowls Meeting      6:00 pm 
Thursday  July  25, 2013 Lectio Divina – Bible Study   11:00 am 
Thursday  July  25, 2013 Epistle Deadline     12:00 pm 
Thursday  July  25, 2013 Healing Service with Holy Eucharist    6:00 pm 
Thursday  July  25, 2013 Men’s Bible Study Group      7:00 pm 
Sunday  July  28, 2013 Invitation Sunday 
Sunday  July  28, 2013 Potluck Lunch     11:00 am 
Sunday  July  28, 2013 Summer Book Study    11:30 am 
  

Recurring Events 
Rector’s Sabbath is every Tuesday 

AA meets every Monday at 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. in the Choir Room 
Choir Practice (Check with your Choir Director) 
Praise Team (Check with your Team Leader) 

AA (Women’s group) meets Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in Parish Hall 
Alanon meets every Thursday at 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in Classroom 40 

Food Pantry is open every Wed.10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. & Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
Gam-anon meets every Thursday 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the Choir Room 

 
Summer Worship Schedule 

only one morning service @ 10:00 a.m. that varies 
between Contemporary Praise & Traditional. 

We will still have a 5 o’clock Sunday service without music, 
unless otherwise indicated. 
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Worship Leader Schedule 
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