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From the Pile on Fr. Kirk’s Desk… 
One of the things that I did 
while on vacation last month 
was to clean out my remaining 
“stuff” from my parent’s house.  
I have not lived in my parent’s 
house since the spring of 
1995, so any of my 

possessions that remained there could not 
have been all that important…right? 
 
When all was said and done, what I found 
ranged from junk to gems.   
 
In the junk pile could be found random things 
that held no meaning in my life and didn’t even 
get my attention long enough to ponder why 
they were even in my room. 
 
The gem pile was filled with the good, the bad, 
and the ugly…all of which are priceless.   
 
In the gem pile in my room could be found my 
homerun baseballs that reminded me what I 
can accomplish when I really focus.   
 
There were a variety of name tags and other 
former job related items that reminded me of 
how I obtained many of my skills that help me 
live into my vocation now.   
 
I found my scrapbook and so many other 
pictures that took me back to my childhood, 
adolescence, and early adulthood…a visual 
history with a plethora of emotions. 
 
There were also things like an empty whiskey 
bottle that I kept as a reminder of things I never 
wanted to do again and then there was a huge 
knee brace that sparked in me that I really 
wasn’t 10 feet tall and bulletproof, nor had I 
ever been. 
 

Though not everything in the gem pile made 
the trip back to Nevada, each gem had 
something in common.  Each gem in the pile, 
regardless if it conjured up good memories or 
not, each lesson I learned from those events 
helped make me who I am today; and while 
sorting through and cleaning out those 
memories there were some of those lessons in 
which I needed some reminding. 
  
Within each of us is found the good, the bad, 
and the ugly, but it is important to remember no 
matter how many lessons we chose to learn 
the hard way, we are still created in God’s 
image and therefore each of us is priceless. 
 
           Peace, 
 

 
 
The Bishop’s Corner 
HOW CAN WE ATTRACT YOUNG PEOPLE? 

Oh how I wish each of our 
congregations would read, 
mark, and inwardly digest 
this article!!! Why 
Millennials Are Leaving 
The Church by Rachel 
Held Evans. 
http://religion.blogs.cnn.co
m/2013/07/27/why-
millennials-are-leaving-the-
church/  

I wish it so much because the things I see our 
churches doing “to attract young people” are 
flat wrong. Our no-doubt well-intentioned 
efforts are shaped at what we imagine would 
have attracted us (usually Boomers) when we 
were young. Evans and her peers are trying so 
desperately to tell us, “It’s over, people!” but we 
still have the 70s ringing in our ears so loudly 
that we can’t hear them. 

http://religion.blogs.cnn.com/2013/07/27/why-millennials-are-leaving-the-church/
http://religion.blogs.cnn.com/2013/07/27/why-millennials-are-leaving-the-church/
http://religion.blogs.cnn.com/2013/07/27/why-millennials-are-leaving-the-church/
http://religion.blogs.cnn.com/2013/07/27/why-millennials-are-leaving-the-church/
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There is a great deal of hand wringing, 
lamentation, and despair in our Church about 
having lost the next generation. I often hear 
people, including Nevadans, say, “the train has 
left the station.” The church is just waiting for 
the great Jurassic die-off. Then we close shop. 

It is a proven fact of cognitive psychology that 
facts don’t do much to change perception. But 
for those who love the Church and want to see 
the Kingdom Mission advance, I hope it will be 
possible for us to overcome our natural 
cognitive resistance to truth so we can do a 
little reality check. So let me challenge the 
fixed assumptions about our relationship with 
the Millennial Generation. 

1. The exodus of the Millennials is 
exaggerated. Robert Putnam’s 
American Grace is an objective 
sociological study of religious beliefs 
and practices. He demonstrates that 
there are both generational variables (as 
in young adults of the 50s as compared 
to young adults of today) and stage of 
life variables (as in people in their 
twenties as compared to people in their 
forties). The dramatic exodus of the 
Millennials is a sociological 
exaggeration because it combines some 
real generational variable with a big 
stage of life variable. People in their 20’, 
whatever their generation, have long 
been minimal church attenders. That 
doesn’t fully account for the absence of 
Millennials from the pews but it’s a big 
part of it and it will pass in a few years. 
Or it may pass if we don’t do something 
unwise – as we are so apt to do. 
 

2. It’s not all about us. To the extent, 
there is generational shift; Millennials 
are not particularly abandoning 
churches because we are doing 
something wrong. People today are far 
less likely than the WWW II generation 
to be affiliated with civic institutions, 
including religious institutions like 

synagogues, political institutions like the 
NAACP, and service institutions like the 
Kiwanis. But here’s the kicker. That 
happened with the Boomers and with 
Gen X. If anything, the Millennials seem 
to be more open to building community 
than their more individualistic elders. 
Everywhere I turn, I see civic life 
beginning to come back. World Café 
processes, Community Organizing, 
Socrates Café, etc. etc. etc. all point 
toward a return to the civic life. In an 
earlier book, Bowling Alone, Putnam 
showed that historically civic life 
(voluntarily associating for a shared 
goal) is cyclical. It sometimes comes 
together in a big way as it did in the 50s, 
then disintegrates as it began to do in 
60s and has continued to disintegrate 
until recently. Then it comes back. The 
introductory section to Behavioral 
Covenants In Congregations by Rendle 
is a neat short summary of how that has 
played out in our lifetime. But the point 
is: it is cyclical and we are just beginning 
the upswing. That doesn’t mean we 
ignore Millennials. It means this is a 
moment of evangelistic opportunity, not 
despair. 
 

3. To the extent Millennials are “leaving 
the Church,” it isn’t our church. If you 
read only one thing in Evans’s seminal 
article, please read this: 

 

Many of us (Millennials) including myself 
are finding ourselves increasingly 
drawn to high church traditions – 
Roman Catholicism, Orthodoxy, the 
Episcopal Church, etc. – precisely 
because the ancient forms of liturgy 
seem so unpretentious, so unconcerned 
with being “cool,” and we find that 
refreshingly authentic. (emphasis is the 
young author’s) 
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Let’s try that again with a different 
emphasis: 

Many of us (Millennials) including myself 
are finding ourselves increasingly 
drawn to high church traditions – 
Roman Catholicism, Orthodoxy, the 
Episcopal Church, etc. – precisely 
because the ancient forms of liturgy 
seem so unpretentious, so 
unconcerned with being “cool,” and 
we find that refreshingly authentic. 
(emphasis mine).  

The moral: our gimmicks “to attract 
young people” are not only ineffective; 
they are throwing away the one thing we 
have that really does attract young 
people. 

 

So what is the truth about “Millennials 
leaving the Church?” After all Evans is 
writing about it. Well, Putnam’s 
sociological studies – these are facts, 
not anecdotes or personal opinions  – 
show that religion boomed in the 50s 
(especially among us mainline 
Christians). There was an anti-authority 
libertine cultural revolution in the 60s 
and early 70s, then a backlash of The 
Religious Right in the 80s and 90s. 
That’s when the Evangelical Churches 
and Mega-Churches all grew so 
dramatically. The real generational shift 
today is that the Millennials are leaving 
those churches in droves. The largest 
evangelical denomination is losing the 
equivalent of our entire denomination 
each year. There is a massive 
repudiation of the social conservatism 
and emotional hype of the days of 
Falwell, Robertson, et al. 

Ironically, I hear Episcopalians, 
including Nevadans, saying, “if only we 
were more like (fill in the blank with the 
name of a Christian Right congregation) 
we could survive.” But those are the 
churches that the young people are 
leaving. Adopting fundamentalist 
theology and a pop worship style would 
have been a successful (albeit wrong) 
strategy 20 years ago – not today! 

4. The Myth Of The Decline Of the 
Episcopal Church. The prevailing 
assumption about the decline of the 
Episcopal Church is largely a case of 
bad math being used for political 
advantage by some of our own factions 
and sects within the Church. This 
humorous, accurate, insightful, and 
inspiring speech by Dean Ian Markham 
of Virginia Theological Seminary 
exposes the fallacy of it all. (There are 
two URL’s because YouTube has his 
speech as parts 1 & 2). 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D7Ry
0TWIek4 and 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
xJkW0bMzlM  
 

Liberals say we are declining because 
we are too religious; conservatives say 
we are not religious enough. Here I will 
step on the third rail. The emergent 
church movement (sell the buildings, 
meet in bowling alleys, talk about 
spiritual stuff when you feel like it, and 
make up rituals to express how you 
really feel) promotes anti-institutional 
“spirituality” as the way to reach 
Millennials. The thing I notice is that 
most of the emergent church folks are 
Gen X, not Millennials. Despite my 
sardonic description of emergent 
church, I’m actually for this as a way to 
connect with disengaged members of 
Generation X. Let’s do what they 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D7Ry0TWIek4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D7Ry0TWIek4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-xJkW0bMzlM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-xJkW0bMzlM
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propose – but as an evangelistic 
outreach to people in their late 30s and 
early 40s – not Millennials.  

It turns out the dismal numbers are quite 
wrong (except about stewardship – that 
is a problem – but for another article). 
Our church attendance and other signs 
of vitality are strong, especially given the 
anti-institutional disintegration of civic 
society downswing of the historic cycle 
we have just been through. Ian 
Markham says we are 3 to 4 years away 
from the upswing. The question is: are 
we going to be ready? Or are we going 
to have leapt so far into the past 
(meaning the 60s or 80s) that we miss 
the future? 

5. Why do we want Millennials anyway? 
Relax. I don’t mean we don’t want them. 
But I am dead serious about asking the 
question. I fear we want Millennials in 
the pews for all the wrong reasons – like 
our fear of mortality, or our need to feel 
cool. We want the Millennials to save us 
from extinction and boredom. Well, they 
do bring gifts. They will bless us beyond 
measure – but not if our agenda is to 
use them. We need to stop selling a 
product. We need to stop trying to 
seduce and manipulate people into 
joining our club. The agenda has to be 
connecting people to Jesus because he 
is our hope and salvation. He is their 
hope and salvation. Our mission is 
sharing blessings, not recruiting fresh 
meat. 
  

So, if we intend to be the Body of Christ here in 
Nevada, let me urge you to take to heart what 
Rachel Evans says about Millennials in specific 
and what Ian Markham says about the Church 
more generally. Stick to what the business 
leadership folk call our “core values.” That 
would be Jesus. Be who we are – liturgical 
Christians committed to infusing gospel into the 

world around us. But be willing to embrace the 
new and even the strange. Connect, connect, 
connect with the community outside our walls 
including the young and the old alike, the rich 
and the poor alike, the in groups and the out 
groups, people of different ethnicities and 
traditions, people who speak different 
languages (both literally and figuratively). 
Commit body and soul to the Kingdom Mission 
and trust God to make us flourish. 

Sr. Warden's Report 
Congratulations to Fr. Kirk on 
his fifth anniversary as our 
rector, I hope we will            
be celebrating more 
anniversaries with him! 
School will be starting soon, 
I’m sure much earlier than 

children wish.  Please remember the School 
Supply Drive going on now sponsored by the 
Daughters of the King.  There are many 
families who are unable to provide the basic 
supplies and rely upon your generosity.  Cash 
donations are used to purchase gift cards 
teachers can give to students and families. 
St. Paul’s Youth Group had their organizational 
meeting on 7/27.  The leaders, parents and 
youth have lots planned for the year.  Be on 
the alert for specific needs they may have and 
how you can help. 
Don’t forget the needs of the Food Pantry.  
They are always in need of personal care 
products such as soap, shampoo and toilet 
paper.  Anything you can provide is greatly 
appreciated. 
 
Margaret Bouzek 
Sr. Warden 
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Jr. Warden's Report 
The new toilets have been 
installed in the lady’s restroom.  
Many thanks to Dick 
Stufflebeam and Gene Carse. 

The irrigation system on the 
west side is still causing us 

problems (another major break) so the 
concrete work has not been completed.  It will 
be done as soon as the plumbing issue gets 
resolved. 

We have installed new plumbing for both the 
front and rear irrigation systems and this 
should help with some of the problems we’ve 
been having. 

Again, there is always work to be done at this 
big “house” and any and all help would be 
appreciated.  If you are at all the “handyman” 
(or woman) type or just have a lot of elbow 
grease to lend, contact one of the Building 
Committee members:  myself, Dick, Gene, Mel, 
Bob Bibby or Fr. Kirk. 

Ken Stine 
Jr. Warden 
 
Monthly Receipt Summary 
July 2013 

 
For the 2013 year, we 
expect to receive $210,688 
from our pledge and plate 
income.  As a gauge, we 
should average $17,557 per 
month from those sources.  
Though not a sophisticated 

method, this gives us a guide to how we are 
performing throughout the year in regard to our 
budgeted income.  To help account for 4 
Sunday/5 Sunday months we use $4,052 per 
week for the comparison.   

The following table shows the weekly receipts 
from pledge and plate offerings for this period: 

30-Jun $1,837.00 7-Jul $2,840.00
14-Jul $3,000.00 21-Jul $1,669.00

Online $2,450.00
$11,796.00Monthly Total  

For the four week period covered we are 
$4,412.00 under our goal for the period, and 
are $3,015.00 below of our year-to-date 
expectation.  

The monthly treasurer’s report contains detail 
on all our financial activity, and is posted in the 
narthex. You can direct questions to any Vestry 
member, Dick Stufflebeam, or Patti Stine.  
(Email:dick@stpaulssparks.org) 

August in the Food Pantry  
“Spruce up! It’s Back to School!” 
 
Toiletries, tooth paste, tooth 
brushes, soap, shampoo etc. 
Thank you for helping feed and meet the needs 
of those within our area. 
 
Empty Bowls Fundraiser 

Help our Food 
Pantry raise money 
by painting a $10 
bowl to donate to 
this year’s “Empty 
Bowls” fundraiser.  
To paint a bowl, go 

to The Playful Potter at 1351 E Prater Way 
#109, Sparks. Tell them you want to paint a St. 
Paul’s Empty Bowl. 
The actual Empty Bowls event will be the 
evening of September 25th.  Tickets are on 
sale now $30 each or a table of ten for $270. 
Contact the parish office and we’ll make sure 
you get tickets. 
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Outreach Report 
Bishop Dan’s annual visit was 
Sunday, June 30.  
Traditionally, loose plate 
offerings collected that day 
are given to his discretionary 
fund.   In addition to the 
$487.00 in loose plate 

offerings, we received a specific donation of 
$100.00 for a total of $587.00.  Other 
donations included $259.00 to The Community 
Food Pantry at St. Paul’s, $50.00 to the 
Deacon’s Discretionary Fund, $20.00 to the 
Prayers and Squares quilt ministry, and 
$170.00 for School Supplies. 

Patti Stine 
Outreach Committee 
 
Prayers of the People 
Johne, Jack, Gina, Art, Erin, Russell, Forrest, 
Preston, Alyson, Kim, Kathy, Russ, Keith, 
Casey, John, Sherre, Barbara, Cole, Ronny, 
Robert, Phyllis, Larry, Wyatt, Cathy, Gene, Jim, 
Nancie, Gay Gay, Malayni, Paisley, Peg, Nica, 
Debby, Rev. Karen, Alan’s family, Jameson 
Walker, Linda, Steve, Dan, Gary, Cody, Amy, 
Maureen, Sophie, Boia, Joetta’s family, 
Victoria,  Kelly, Jean, Sharon, Stacy, Susan, 
Carley, Ray, Jerie, Marilyn, Harriet, Barb, Mary 
Lou and family, Michael Henry, Kelli, Hayley, 
Angela, Jerry’s family, Justin’s family, Bill, 
George, Carol, Eric, Nancy, Peggy, Lee, 
Sarah, Bobbi, Jamie, Andrew, Ralphie, Roger’s 
family, Danni, Pamela, Jamie, Sadie, Harry, 
Anne, Joe, Pat, Marlene, Sue, Dorothy, Bette, 
Sofia, Alyson, Ali, Dennis, Melva, and Charlie. 

Military: Lorn, Layne, Allison, Andrew, Ryan, 
Jeffrey, Tyler, Sierra, Owen, Larry, Robert and 
Brian. 

Diocesan Prayer List 
The diocese has created an email prayer 
distribution list.  If you would like to be included 

and receive emails and participate in the list 
please send an email to Debbi Rivera at the 
diocese and she will add your email to the list.  

Debbi@episcopalnevada.org 

 

July Worship Attendance 

Week Of: Sun 10 a.m. Sun 5 p.m. Thurs 6 p.m.
July 7th 73 15 n.a. #
July 14th 103 15 11 #
July 21st 99 9 11 #
July 28th 105 13 13 #

Total 380 52 35

Worship Attendance Last Month

July Average Sunday Attendance = 108
 
 
GOT A PINTEREST INTEREST?  

Want to actually do something 
you've pinned?  First Monday of 
every month at 6:00 p.m. we meet 
in the parish hall for food from a 
Pinterest recipe and make fun 

crafty Pinterest ideas. You DON’T have to 
know anything about Pinterest to come and 
have fun. This is a time for fellowship, so come 
on and let’s get to know each other.  See you 
August 5th. For questions call Tricia Woodliff at 
200-6677 or email at 
triciawoodliff@hotmail.com 
 

Men’s Thursday Evening Group 
We invite all men to our Thursday night group 
who are interested in furthering their 
relationship with God though use of Lectio 
Divina (Godly reading of Scripture.) We 
currently meet from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
every Thursday. In the fall we will look into a 
more formal bible study.  Contact Mike 
Margerum for more information. 
mikemargerum@yahoo.com   or 775-229-2695 

mailto:triciawoodliff@hotmail.com
mailto:mikemargerum@yahoo.com
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Combined Men’s & Women’s Group 
Thursday Mornings 
We would like to invite all comers, men and 
women who are interested in furthering their 
relationship with God though the use of Lectio 
Divina (Godly reading of Scripture.) We meet 
from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. every Thursday.  
For more information, contact Mike Margerum. 
mikemargerum@yahoo.com  or 775-229-2695 
 
Church School News 
Wow!!  Has this summer flown by???  It's 
almost August and our children will be heading 
back to school August 12!  Talk about a short 
summer! 
  
Our church school kids have had a fun 
summer.  Our attendance is increasing and so 
many of our children are now coming on a 
regular basis that they know and interact with 
each other, even though they only get together 
once a week.  A big "thank-you" to moms, 
dads, and grandparents for making this 
commitment to get the children here each 
Sunday.  We had lots of music during June ... 
our "Make a Joyful Noise" month!  Thank you 
to James Stufflebeam and Bob & Julia 
Stoddard for bringing their musical talents into 
our church school rooms during June. 
  
July has been "God Bless America" month so 
we've experienced lots of red, white, and blue 
crafts and music and thoughts about how 
grateful and blessed we all are to live in the 
U.S.A. 
  
My hope for the future of St. Paul's Church 
School is definitely to expand our classes.  I 
would love to have a preschool class of 3 and 
4 year olds.  But I will need two teams of 
devoted teachers for this age group.  It is too 
unsettling for that age to have different 
teachers each Sunday.  If there were two 
teams of preschool teachers (2 per team since 
we have to have 2 adults in each classroom to 
fulfill our "safe church" policy), the children 
would feel more comfortable and the teams 
would have the flexibility of which Sundays 

they could and would teach each 
month.  Maybe one team would teach the 2nd 
and 3rd Sunday one month and just the 4th 
Sunday the next month.  The preschool class 
will follow the church school theme of the 
week, so brothers and sisters could still talk 
about the same Bible story on the way home 
from church.  If any of you can join our church 
school teachers for the preschool age group, 
please call me or Father Kirk SOON. 
  
Also, we now have a salaried and qualified 
nursery attendant.  As of September 1, 2013 a 
child has to be 3 years old to enter church 
school.  Otherwise, we have a bright and 
happy nursery for children under the age of 
three.  If you have questions about this, please 
let me know.  I will be glad to discuss this with 
you. 
  
Thank you to all of our dedicated church school 
teachers - Erin Anderson, Tricia Woodliff, 
Nancy Lightfoot, Heather Burkhardt, Sheri 
McLaughlin, Ellen Houston, and Chelsea 
Sawyer.  We have a year-round church school 
now and we couldn't do it without all of 
you!!  Thank you for your time, your patience, 
and your love of our children. 
  
Jeannine Funk 
St. Paul's Church School Coordinator 
 

St. Paul’s Youth Group 

There is no EYC during the month of August. 

Our next meeting will be in September. 

Sunday, September 8th, 12:15 p.m.     
Painting party in the St. Paul’s Youth Room.  
Don’t forget to wear your painting clothes! 

 

mailto:mikemargerum@yahoo.com
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Needed: Ping Pong Table 
The St. Paul’s Youth Room needs a PING 
PONG TABLE.  Please contact Fr. Kirk if you 
would like to provide one. 
Kirk@StPaulsSparks.org    775-358-4474  
Thank you for supporting our youth! 

 

Episcopal Youth Community News 
Mission Trip 2013 – San Diego 
For the past 5 years we have taken Micah 6:8 
as the core verse for EYC: “This is what God 
asks of you, only this: to do justice, love 
kindness, and walk humbly with your God.”  
Most of us understand kindness – simple acts 
of generosity that we do for others.                           

Justice, however, is more complex.  Justice 
involves systemic change which restores 
human dignity; we don’t do justice for others, 
we do justice with others in reciprocal 
relationships of giving and receiving.  Justice 
often takes much longer and a far greater 
commitment.  The thing about this verse in 
Micah is that we are called to do both - justice 
and kindness.  Mission trips offer us an 
opportunity to deeply explore justice and 
kindness as we are challenged to live and work 
with new people, places and situations.  Our 
mission trips provide many opportunities for 
kindness, both with those we serve and with 
each other.  (It’s not always easy to live with 
others 24/7!) We also have an opportunity to 

do justice as we work as part of much larger 
groups who address the issues of systemic 
change over time.  These challenges are 
transformational experiences in so many ways 
for our youth and their chaperones. 

 We spent the week in San Diego 
working in food banks, rescue missions, 
shelters, nutrition programs, and a variety of 
facilities for the elderly with youth from 
churches in Arizona and South Dakota.  In the 
evenings we explored a little of San Diego, and 
spent time discussing the themes of the week: 
broken, pursued, restored, and empowered 
through songs, games, conversation and 
prayer with the young adults who run this 
program.  Each evening we also had time to 
meet in our own group and explore our 
experiences, thoughts, reactions, and ideas.  
We spent a lot of time this trip exploring power 
– what it is, how it relates to justice and how 
we use our own power. 

The relationships we developed in such a short 
time with the people we served were amazing.  
We felt we received far more than we gave!  
One of our youth described spending time with 
an elderly man several days, and was 
particularly moved by his philosophy of life.  “I 
want that for my life,” he said to me.  “It’s clear 
to me how I should live now.” 

Below you’ll find some more of our thoughts on 
what we learned this week: 
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How to make friends…  Elderly people are a lot 
stronger and wiser than you think…  How to do 
nails…  How to use your money wisely…  How 
to share and how to listen…  Everyone’s life 
story is unique and really important…  You can 
fit a lot more sleeping bags in a small space 
than you think you can…  Having your own 
bathroom is a real gift!  People from South 
Dakota have very different expressions than 
we do…  I am not alone; there are other people 
like me…  Just being with someone is 
sometimes all you need to do…  We have 
much better lives than we think we do… 

Thank you so much to everyone who made this 
mission trip possible – we are so grateful! 

 
Need Baked Goods? Having a Meeting, 
Birthday, Anniversary, or other Gathering? 
Check out Sally Sue’s Bakery at 
www.sarahlightfoot.blogspot.com 
Sally Sue’s Bakery is run by our very own 
Sarah and Hayley Lightfoot. ALL proceeds go 
to St. Paul’s Church. For orders and questions 
call Sarah 830-8964 or Hayley 813-1955.          
Visit the website for a pricelist and pictures of 
their past works. 
 

Garden Concert: August 23rd 
“Young Country” will be playing in the 
garden, August 23rd from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

Randy Brooks who wrote “Grandma Got 
Runover by a Reindeer” will be here as well as 
recording artist Cheryl Cleavenger. They will 
be playing a variety of music, including some 
blue grass.  

Tickets are $15.00 (includes finger foods)               
Kids 17 and under are free                                           
For more information contact Heather 
Burkhardt at 
Heather.burkhardt@henryschein.com 

 

Recovery Groups at St. Paul’s 
Mondays: AA Meeting @ 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays: Women’s AA @ 6:30 p.m. 
Thursdays: Gama-Non Meeting @ 6:30 p.m.  
and Ala-Non Meeting @ 7:00 p.m. 
 
ACTIONN ORIENTATION 
SUNDAY’S AUGUST 4th AND 11th  
 
Please join us for an orientation to ACTIONN 
after worship on August 4th and 11th.   
St. Paul’s is a member of ACTIONN ~ Acting in 
Community Together in Organizing Northern 
Nevada. We have been accomplishing a lot to 
improve education and create jobs in our 
community. Come hear about how this is 
working and 
how you can 
build deeper 
relationships at 
St Paul’s. 
ACTIONN develops the leadership of people of 
faith at the grassroots level to achieve power 
for positive change. Bringing people together 
across racial, economic, and religious lines, 
ACTIONN listens to the stories of the people in 
Northern Nevada and is deeply rooted in our 
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shared faith values. ACTIONN leaders connect 
with civic and political leaders to build 
relationships, identify common concerns, find 
solutions and take action to improve the quality 
of life and expand opportunity for all Northern 
Nevada families, especially the most 
vulnerable. ACTIONN expands the everyday 
person's ability to grow into leadership, to 
develop analysis, to be strong partners with 
public officials and policy makers to impact 
long term measurable systemic change. 
 
Epistle Ecology Shorts 

A few Green eco-labels are 
explained here: 

Energy Star:  Environmental 
Protection Agency Department 
of Energy-certified products 

that will reduce your energy bills. 

USDA Organic:  Foods produced without 
using synthetic fertilizers, sewage sludge, 
irradiation or genetic engineering. 

USDA Certified Grass-Fed:  Meat from 
ruminant animals raised on a diet of 100% 
grass and forage. 

Rainforest Alliance:  Products made by 
methods that do not add to global deforestation 
and environmental destruction. 

Compostable:  Plastic products that 
biodegrade quickly and completely. 

Fair Trade Certified:  Imported foods that 
meet international environmental, labor, and 
development standards. 

St. Paul’s Prayers & Squares 
The "Prayers and Squares" 
ministry is a special 
"outreach" tool to share the 
love of Christ. The quilts 
bring a tangible example of 

the love we all share with those who are 
suffering in body, mind or spirit. You do not 
have to know how to sew, or like to sew, but 
can also just join us for the fellowship we all 
share.  

We meet on the second Saturday of each 
month in the Parish Hall from 9 A.M. to noon.  

We gladly receive donations of materials, 
thread, etc. and cash to purchase necessary 
supplies.  

If you would like to join us, or if you would like 
to request a quilt for someone, please contact 
Victoria Sidener 322-2375. 

 

 

St. Paul’s Men’s Escape 
It’s Not Too Late to Sign-Up! 
From lunch on Saturday August 17th through 
the lunch on the 18th the men of St. Paul’s are 
invited to a fun weekend at Camp Galilee on 
Lake Tahoe.  The cost is $80.00 per person 
which includes 4 excellent meals! Contact Dick 
Stufflebeam 313-3217 or Fr. Kirk 358-4474 to 
sign-up or to get more information. Make 
checks out to St. Paul’s with Men’s Escape in 
the subject line. 
 

Worship Schedule 
Now through 
Labor Day 

Sundays 
10:00 a.m.    
Holy Communion 
(style varies) 
5:00 p.m.   Traditional Worship No Music 
Thursdays 
  6:00 p.m.   Healing Service with Communion   
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Adult Education: EFM 
 
What in the world is EFM? 

In a very small nutshell, EFM - Exploring Faith 
Matters, is a way to connect with your faith on 
a deeper level.  The program uses a curriculum 
provided by The University of the South, as 
well as materials from authors and scholars of 
Christianity. 

Why would I consider EFM? 

If you have ever wanted to know more, learn 
more, experience more in your faith journey, 
Exploring Faith Matters can put your feet on a 
path of understanding.  As Christians, we often 
times just go with the flow.  Have you ever 
wanted to know why we do what we do?  Or, 
where, when, how or what?  EFM can give you 
the tools and encouragement to really get 
involved with faith and church. 

How does EFM work? 

Okay, this is a really boiled down explanation:  

EFM groups meet once a week for 34 weeks, 
from September to through May.  Students 
work from the text book from the University of 
the South, learn to reflect theologically (sounds 
much heavier and scarier than it really is), and 
develop their spirituality and life of worship. 

So, that is the very bare bones of Exploring 
Faith Matters.  However, the richness of the 
experience of EFM on your life as a believer 
cannot possibly be described in so few words. 

I encourage you all to consider EFM.  It’s a 
chance to realize what your own insights are 
and how you can better use them to enhance 
your faith and your understanding of what it 
means to You to be a Christian. 

In one of the closing prayers from our Rite II 
worship, we say, “And now, Father, send us 

out into the world to give us the work you have 
given us to do. To love and serve you as 
faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.”  I believe 
that Exploring Faith Matters gives us the tools 
we need to do just that. 

For more information on classes, cost and 
schedules, contact Connie Patterson at 
cp4675@att.net or call her at 775-359-4675 

 

School Supplies Fund Drive 
The Daughters of 
the King need your 
help to collect 
various school 
supplies for children 

in our neighborhood who may not have the 
money to buy them for this upcoming school 
year.  You can help by donating school 
supplies, see list below, to this great cause.  
You may drop off donations to a box in the 
Narthex between now and August 3rd.  If you 
do not want to shop for supplies, monetary gifts 
may be put in the drop safe in an envelope with 
“School Fund Drive” written on the outside of 
the envelope.  If you write a check, make it 
payable to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church with the 
memo line designating “School Fund Drive”.  
All money donated will be used to purchase 
“gift cards” for teachers to buy supplies for their 
classes as needed. 

School Supplies 

• Lined paper either wide or college ruled 
• Highlighter pens multi-colored  
• Large and thin markers 
• Pencils regular No. 2 
• Scissors, small student type 
• Glue sticks 
• Elmer’s School Glue 
• Spiral Theme Notebooks either wide or 

college ruled 
• Pee-Chee pocket notebook folders 
• Kleenex 
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• Ball point pens 
• Colored pencils 
• Crayons 
• Hand Sanitizer 

 

Thanks for your consideration and time into 
making it possible for less fortunate children to 
have a leveled chance at learning this school 
year. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact Margaret Bouzek or Marge Parent. 

The Daughters of the King 

ST. PAUL’S RIDE SHARE 
Effective immediately, we are starting a ride 
share ministry by and for all St. Paul’s 
worshippers (you don’t have to be a member) 
who wish to attend our church and who might 
sometimes need a ride to services and other 
events on our premises.  It is our hope that 
attending services will be easier than ever for 
everyone and that ride sharing will offer new 
opportunities for members of our congregation 
and visitors to create new friendships and learn 
more about each other in a helpful and friendly 
environment. 

Following are some suggestions to make ride 
sharing easy: 

1. If you are in need of a ride to services 
and/or events at St. Paul’s, just sign up 
on the “I Need a Ride” board which is 
located in the hallway between the 
Rector’s office and the choir room..  You 
may indicate a specific date you need a 
ride, or you may indicate “Regularly” if 
those are your circumstances.  Be sure 
to select a RED push pin with a number 
on it, write that number in the proper 
space on your information line and place 
the push pin on the wall map at your 
address. 
 

2. For those of you who would like to join 
our ride share ministry, please fill in the 

appropriate contact information on the “I 
Can Give a Ride” sheet, select a 
BLACK push pin with a number on it, 
write that number in the proper space on 
your information line, and place the 
push pin on the wall map at your 
address. 
 

3. The clear push pin on the wall map 
indicates the location of St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church, 1135 12th St., 
Sparks, NV 89432, at the corner of 12th 
St. and Oddie right behind the Sparks 
Library, phone 775-358-4474. 
 

4. After that, it’s up to the “Can Gives” and 
“Needs” to find each other.  The 
Reno/Sparks city map will hopefully 
allow you to choose among those folks 
who live nearest to you so that no one is 
inconvenienced to any large degree. 
 

5. When a “Need” secures a ride for the 
date(s) they request, please put a check 
in the space marked, “I Got a Ride—
Thanks!” so there is no duplication of 
offers. 
 

6. This is a work in progress, so if you 
have suggestions or comments, please 
contact Pat Purkey-Entwistle at 775-
771-0210 or patpurkey@att.net. 

 

 

mailto:patpurkey@att.net
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Online Lay Pastoral Care Class  
“That we should love our neighbors as 
ourselves…” 

Offered by the Episcopal Diocese of Nevada 
*August 12th, 19th, & 26th                           
*September 9th, 16th & 23rd    
*7:00pm – 8:30pm 
(*change from previous time and date) 
• Beginnings: Basics and “Rules of the 

Road.”  Expectations of the course and of 
lay pastoral care 

• Theology and Background: Scripture, 
Tradition, and our Anglican Roots 

• Nuts and Bolts, how-to’s, what to do, and 
what to expect 

• Listening: the heart of the matter 
• Grief work 
• Wrap up, talk back, ask questions 

Join us as we explore how to effectively 
minister to one another as disciples of Christ.  

How do I relate to my sisters and brothers 
in Christ who are suffering or in need?  
How does my presence make a difference?  
What can I do that matters in a person’s 
life?  
And…how do I keep my needs separate 
from my neighbor’s needs?  
Come with us on this journey and discover how 
to be a faithful member of the Body of Christ as 
we “love our neighbors as ourselves.” 

To Register for this FREE educational offering 
go to: 
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/
event?oeidk=a07e7nkydq884759901&llr=k5t6v
peab 

If more information is needed contact: 
 
Debbi Rivera 
Administration & Communications Officer 
Episcopal Diocese of Nevada 
Debbi@episcopalnevada.org                                     
(702) 737-9190 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Debbi@episcopalnevada.org
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August Coming Events 

 
 

 
Thursday Aug.   1, 2013 Lectio Divina – Bible Study   11:00 am 
Thursday Aug.   1, 2013 Healing Service with Holy Eucharist    6:00 pm 
Thursday Aug.   1, 2013 Men’s Bible Study Group      7:00 pm 
Sunday Aug.   4, 2013 ACTIONN presentation    11:25 am  
Sunday Aug.   4, 2013 Summer Book Study    11:30 am 
Monday Aug.   5, 2013 Pinterest Interest Group      6:00 pm 
Thursday Aug.   8, 2013 Lectio Divina – Bible Study   11:00 am 
Thursday Aug.   8, 2013 Healing Service with Holy Eucharist    6:00 pm 
Thursday Aug.   8, 2013 Men’s Bible Study Group      7:00 pm 
Saturday Aug. 10, 2013 Prayers and Squares      9:00 am  
Sunday Aug. 11, 2013 Back to School & Blessing of the backpacks 
Sunday Aug. 11, 2013 ACTIONN presentation    11:25 am 
Sunday Aug. 11, 2013 Summer Book Study    11:30 am 
Monday Aug. 12, 2013 Vestry Meeting       6:00 pm 
Thursday Aug. 15, 2013 Lectio Divina – Bible Study   11:00 am  
Thursday Aug. 15, 2013 Healing Service with Holy Eucharist    6:00 pm 
Thursday Aug. 15, 2013 Men’s Bible Study Group      7:00 pm 
Saturday Aug. 17, 2013 St. Paul’s Men’s Galilee Escape (17th & 18th) 9:00 am 
Saturday Aug. 17, 2013 D.O.K.      10:00 am 
Thursday Aug. 22, 2013 Lectio Divina – Bible Study   11:00 am 
Thursday Aug. 22, 2013 Healing Service with Holy Eucharist    6:00 pm 
Thursday Aug. 22, 2013 Men’s Bible Study Group      7:00 pm 
Friday Aug. 23, 2013 “Young Country” Concert in the Garden   7:00 pm 
Sunday Aug. 25, 2013 Parish Pot Luck Luncheon   11:00 am 
Sunday Aug. 25, 2013 Epistle Deadline     12:00 pm 
Thursday Aug. 29, 2013 Lectio Divina – Bible Study   11:00 am 
Thursday Aug. 29, 2013 Healing Service with Holy Eucharist    6:00 pm 
Thursday Aug. 29, 2013 Men’s Bible Study Group      7:00 pm 

  
Recurring Events 

Rector’s Sabbath is every Tuesday 
AA meets every Monday at 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. in the Choir Room 

Choir Practice (Check with your Choir Director) 
Praise Team (Check with your Team Leader) 

AA (Women’s group) meets Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in Parish Hall 
Alanon meets every Thursday at 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in Classroom 40 

Food Pantry is open every Wed.10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. & Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
Gam-anon meets every Thursday 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the Choir Room 

 
Summer Worship Schedule 

Sunday, 10:00 a.m. the style varies between Contemporary Praise & Traditional. 
Sunday, 5:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II without music, 

Thursday, 6:00 p.m. Healing Service with Holy Communion 
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Worship Leader Schedule
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