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The Rev. Kirk A. Woodliff, Rector

Recovery Groups at St. Paul’s

The Rev. Chip Arnold, Associate Priest
The Rev. Mike Margerum, Deacon

Mondays: AA Meeting @ 5:30 p.m.
Wednesdays: Women’s AA @ 6:30 p.m.
Thursdays: Gama-Non Meeting @ 6:30 p.m.
and Ala-Non Meeting @ 7:00 p.m.

The Rev. Linda Smith, Deacon
The Rev. Kathy Hopner,
Joint Reno-Sparks Youth Minister
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From the Pile on Fr. Kirk’s Desk…

Jesus rides into town on a donkey, no more
intimidating than his pregnant mother was
when she rode into town on donkey before
giving him birth. Yet, people throng to greet
him as a king. This is a different kind of king,
one who does not command and compel, but
rather invites, “Come follow me,” heals, “your
faith has made you whole,” and blesses,
“Blessed are those who mourn for they shall be
comforted.”
Wisdom begins with recognizing what God is
up to. Usually, people think God is absent until
something knocks them flat or some
circumstance beyond their control spins their
life in an unexpected direction. Those things
are certainly part of life – like the earthquake,
a storm, or a fire on Mt. Horeb – but Elijah saw
that God was not in the earthquake, the storm,
or the fire. God was in the silence. When we
are knocked flat or our lives spins out, that may
not be God. God may be a kinder invitation that
comes next.
Jesus does not charge into our lives on a
warhorse or a chariot drawn by a team of
warhorses. He comes to us in disarming
humility, inviting us to follow him, to live as he
lives, by the power of love instead of
dominance, by faith instead of fear, by grace
instead of merit.
Will such a life work like a talisman to ward off
hardship? Will it work as the prosperity gospel
preachers promise to insure that we will be
healthy, rich, and have harmonious families?
For Jesus, this way of life led to the Cross. He
said to his first disciples, “Follow me.” As Holy
Week drew near, he became more explicit,
“Take up your cross and follow me.”
God does not afflict us. Jesus does not afflict
us. Affliction is woven into life, as the night
comes with the day, as mountains and valleys
lie side by side – life is 10,000 joys and 10,000
sorrows inextricably woven together. Jesus
walks into all of life, so he walks through the
sorrows, the deepest valley. Following Jesus is

I want to thank everyone who
made Holy Week and Easter
such
an
awesome
experience.
It really was
spectacular.
I wish I had more to say, but the truth is I’m
tired. I’ll be on vacation April 8-14, see you
upon my return! Easter blessings to you all and
may you continue to grow into what it means to
be a resurrection people.
Peace,

Bishop’s Corner
BISHOP’S EASTER LETTER: 2013
HOW WILL YOU BE CHANGED?
The Triumphal Entry into
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday is
odd, paradoxical. It is odd
because he is on a donkey.
That is not at all fitting for a
king. We understand kings as
bosses, commanders, orderbarkers,
and
men
of
dominating power. Kingly
rulers came into shortly after 4,000 B.C.E.
when horses were domesticated. Until then, it
was impossible to steal more than we could
carry, so wars were hardly worth the effort.
Before the domestication of the horse, there
were no standing armies, cities did not have
walls, and there were no kingdoms to protect
or enlarge. So the horse was the sign of power.
Think of any movie set in the Ancient World
where the powerful tyrant rides into town to
claim his authority. He will at a minimum be on
horseback, but if he has real clout, Lexus level
authority, he’ll be in a chariot drawn by at least
two horses.
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walking into the whole of life, the mountains
and the valleys alike.
To walk the Way of the Cross with Jesus in
Holy Week is to walk into the mystery of the
Resurrection on Easter. But who is raised?
Who is the Risen Lord? Who are we when we
are raised?
The Risen Lord bears the same identity as the
crucified Lord. He still has the marks in his
hands and his side. Yet, he is changed. He is
new – so new that Mary does not recognize
him in the Garden until he calls her name, so
new that Thomas has to see the wounds to
believe he is the Lord, so new the disciples do
not recognize him on the shore of Galilee until
he repeats the miracle of giving them an
impossibly large catch of fish where they had
been catching nothing, so new the disciples on
the road to Emmaus walked with him for seven
miles and did not recognize him until he
blessed and broke the bread.
How was the Risen Lord different? Before the
Crucifixion, Jesus wept over Jerusalem. He
prophesied coming disaster. But after he had
endured the disaster and been raised from it,
he spoke in a new way. The urgency had fallen
away. The dread had fallen away. He told them
good news, that death itself had been
overcome. He had conquered death.
Because the disciples had made Jesus their
life, if he had become new, then they became
new. Everything became new. “Behold,” Paul
said, “if anyone is in Christ there is a new
creation, everything has become new.” The
disciples did not stop being disciples, followers
of Jesus, but they became more than disciples.
They became apostles, people sent out into
the world to tell the good news.
So here is my question. After we notice Jesus
riding humbly into our lives, after we walk the
Way of the Cross with him, after we are raised
on Easter, how shall we be new? What fear,
what dread, what guilt, what shame will have
fallen away? What larger vision will we see?

Who will we care for that we had previously
ignored? Jesus is not going to put a gun to our
head and make us better people. He doesn’t
work that way. Jesus rides humbly into our
lives to extend a gentle invitation to a larger,
better life. What would that look like for you?

Senior Warden's Report
Happy Easter Season!
I hope you had a nice Easter
celebration. The church was
very busy with special
services and rehearsals in the
past week. I hope you had
an opportunity to attend one
new Holy Week service. Our
Soup Supper events were a great success.
Many thanks go to Barbara and Peter
Papadakos for organizing the soup meal and to
Fr. Kirk for leading us in thoughtful discussions.
The Vestry has decided to move their monthly
meetings to the second Monday of the month.
Please consider visiting us sometime.
April events will be discussed in other parts of
the Epistle. Please participate where you feel
called.
Peace,
Margaret Bouzek

St. Paul’s Choir
I wanted to let you all know that I have decided
to retire as choir director. My last Sunday as
director will be April 21. I have enjoyed
directing the choir but all good things must
come to an end. I think I’ve been directing for
15 years.
I’ve worked with 4 excellent
organists and many other musicians and
vocalists.
I know there is someone else who would love
to take my place! Please contact Fr. Kirk if you
are interested!
Thank you!
Margaret
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Monthly Receipt Summary

April in the Food Pantry
The theme for this month’s Food
Pantry drive is "April Showers".
This month we are collecting soap,
shampoo, toiletries, etc. Thank you
all so much for helping.

March 2013
For the 2013 year, we
expect to receive $210,688
from our pledge and plate
income. As a gauge, we
should average $17,557
per month from those
sources.
Though not a
sophisticated method, this gives us a guide to
how we are performing throughout the year in
regard to our budgeted income. To help
account for 4 Sunday/5 Sunday months we use
$4,052 per week for our comparison.
The following table shows the weekly receipts
from pledge and plate offerings for this period:

3-Mar
17-Mar

$5,194.00
$2,674.00

Monthly Total

10-Mar
24-Mar
Online

February Worship Attendance
Worship Attendance Last Month
Week Of: 9:00 AM 11:00 AM 5:00 PM
Thursdays
Mar. 3
102
38
20
11 07-Mar
Mar. 10
63
47
19
12 14-Mar
Mar. 17
90
38
7
13 21-Mar
Mar. 24
87
45
21
18 28-Mar
Mar. 31
184
64
Easter
92 Vigil
Total
526
232
67
54
March Average Sunday Attendance = 144 without Easter
Total Easter Attendance = 340

$1,758.00
$3,522.00
$2,005.00
$15,153.00

Prayers of the People
Davisha, Johne, Sharon, Jane Ann, Russell,
Karen, Forrest, Leah, Pat, Nina, Tyler, Bill,
Mike, Susanne, Lupe, Bonnie, Amy, Chris,
Ella, Irene, Art, Patty, Theresa, Kim & family,
Dorothy, Robert, Mary, Dave, Rick, Adele &
family, Erin, Allison, Kim, Kathy, Marilyn,
Frank, Chad, Russ, Keith, Casey, Victoria,
Bobbi,
John,
Jeremy,
Lexie,
Robbie,
Madeleine, Paula, Cynthia, Deborah, Jack,
Gene, Glenn, Our Youth, Jeanie, Gina,
Barbara, Doug, Joyce, Penelope, Tara, KarenMarie, Agnes, Cole, Wayne, Sue, Ronny,
Larry, Sophia, Phyllis, Pattie, Madeline.
Military: Lorn, Layne, Lee, Allison, Andrew,
Ryan, Jeffrey, Corey, Dakota, Tyler, Bobby

For the four week period covered we are
$1,055 under our goal and are $2,854.00
under our year-to-date expectation.
The monthly treasurer’s report contains detail
on all our financial activity, and is posted in the
narthex, or you can direct your questions to
any Vestry member, Dick Stufflebeam, or Patti
Stine. (Email:dick@stpaulssparks.org)

Outreach Report
There is not much to report as
March has been a quiet month
for outreach. The Food Pantry
received donations of $426.00,
Prayers
and
Squares/Daughters of the King
received $20.00 for the Lenten program, and
$285.00 from Lenten soup suppers will go to
Episcopal Relief and Development Disaster
Relief Fund.
Patti Stine
Outreach Committee

Ever Wanted to Visit Spain?
Rev. Laurie Chappelle is leading a 10-day visit
to Spain September 20-29. It includes firstclass hotels, a number of meals and all land
transportation. There will be an informational
meeting on Sunday, April 21 at 2:00 pm,
location to be announced, with representatives
4

from Globus tours. If you'd like to receive
follow-up information prior to the event, please
email
Rev.
Laurie
at
laurie@stcatherinesreno.org of call her at 7714168.

Who: Participants -Students in grades 6-8 of
the current school year
Staff – Students in grades 9th – 12th of the
current school year
For more information contact Rev. Kathy
Hopner at 329-4279 or kathrynhopner@att.net
Mission Trip 2013 – San Diego, California
July 6th – 14th, 2013
We are very excited to announce our 6th
annual mission trip! All youth in grades 6 th
through 12th are invited to join us this summer
as we travel to San Diego, California. San
Diego’s beauty shines in stark contrast to the
problems of poverty, unemployment, and
homelessness many of its residents face.
We’ll work in a variety of places like senior
centers, soup kitchens, restoration and housing
projects and children’s programs, serving God
in this fun, exhausting, life-changing adventure!
Cost is $300 per person. Space is limited;
please contact Rev. Kathy Hopner at 329-4279
if you are interested in participating or would
like more information!

Episcopal Youth Community News
Episcopal Youth Community - EYC
Welcoming all youth in grades
6th through 12th!
We meet at Trinity Episcopal
Church on the first and third
Sunday afternoons of the
month during the school year from 12:30 to
2:30 in the lower level for lunch, program and
activities.
We also plan service projects,
activities and events throughout the year.
Occasionally our schedule or location may
change – please see the calendar below.
Please call Rev. Kathy Hopner at 329-4279
for more information.

EYC Calendar
New Beginnings #3 April 26th – 28th
Are you a student in 6th – 8th grade? Are you
a high school student? We have a great
weekend at Lake Tahoe for you!
New Beginnings #3 is a weekend retreat for
junior high school students focusing on the 2
greatest commandments: loving God with all of
our heart, mind, and strength, and loving our
neighbors as ourselves. The retreat is led by a
team of youth and adults from the diocese who
will help young teens explore the key
relationships in their lives through games,
activities, discussions, music, skits, and
worship.
Developed in the Episcopal Diocese of Florida
over 10 years ago, New Beginnings weekends
have welcomed young teens in dioceses
throughout the United States.
When: Friday evening to Sunday noon: April
26th – 28th
Where: Camp Galilee at Lake Tahoe

Epistle Ecology Shorts
Avoid Genetically Modified
(GMO) food. Most soybeans,
corn and canola in processed
foods
are
genetically
modified, leading to huge
increases in the use of toxic
pesticides and raising health
concerns about allergies and antibiotic
resistance. Most chickens are fed GMO feed,
hormones and antibiotics (which help produce
cheaper eggs, but much more dangerous to
our health). It is not easy to eliminate GMOs
from your life, but GMOs can be reduced by
careful purchases. The higher prices will be
better for your health in the long run.
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St. Paul’s Prayers & Squares

Eucharistic Minister Training

The "Prayers and Squares"
ministry
is
a
special
"outreach" tool to share the
love of Christ. The quilts
bring a tangible example of
the love we all share with
those who are suffering in body, mind or spirit.
You do not have to know how to sew, or like to
sew, but can also just join us for the fellowship
we all share.

for NEW and CURRENT “EM’s”
Sunday, April 21st at 12:15 p.m.
We are seeking people to help administer the
consecrated bread and wine during our
worship services. Please pray about using your
gifts and joining this ministry. If you are
unsure, come to the training anyway and then
you can decide.
Current Eucharistic Ministers need to be
re-licensed, so please come and join us too.

We meet on the second Saturday of each
month in the Parish Hall from 9 A.M. to noon.
We gladly receive donations of materials,
thread, etc. and cash to purchase necessary
supplies.

Inspirational Speaker at St. Paul’s
Connie Christiansen
Saturday April 20th
Author and inspirational speaker, Connie
Christiansen, is coming to St. Paul’s to share
her spiritual journey and to inspire our own.
Please join us for this special occasion and this
is the perfect time to bring a friend with you.

If you would like to join us, or if you would like
to request a quilt for someone, please contact
Victoria Sidener 322-2375.

Need Baked Goods for a Meeting,
Saturday, April 20th
Dinner at 5:30 p.m.
Speaker at 6:45 p.m.
$10.00 for speaker only
$15.00 for dinner and the speaker
Connie’s most popular book is
“The Thankful Challenge”

Birthday, Anniversary, or other Gathering?
Check out Sally Sue’s Bakery at
www.sarahlightfoot.blogspot.com
Sally Sue’s Bakery is run by our very own
Sarah and Hayley Lightfoot. ALL proceeds go
to St. Paul’s Church. For orders and questions
call Sarah 830-8964 or Hayley 813-1955.
Visit the website for a pricelist and pictures of
their past works.

Acolyte Training Day
Current and New Acolytes
Sunday, April 21, 12:15 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.

GOT A PINTEREST INTEREST?
If you are currently an acolyte or would like to
join the ministry, please come and join us for
this training. We will begin in the parish hall
with PIZZA! This is for both youth and adults.
We are making some procedural changes, so it
is important that everyone attend.

Want to actually do something
you've pinned? First Monday of
every month at 6:00 p.m. we'll
meet in the parish hall for food
from a Pinterest recipe and make
another fun Pinterest idea. For questions call
Tricia Woodliff at 200-6677 or email at
triciawoodliff@hotmail.com
See you May 6th.
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April Coming Events

Wednesday
Thursday
Saturday
Monday
Thursday
Saturday
Thursday
Saturday
Saturday

Apr. 3, 2013
Apr. 4, 2013
Apr. 6, 2013
Apr. 8, 2013
Apr. 11, 2013
Apr. 13, 2013
Apr. 18, 2013
Apr. 20, 2013
Apr. 20, 2013

Sunday
Sunday
Thursday
Thursday

Apr. 21, 2013
Apr. 21, 2013
Apr. 25, 2013
Apr. 25, 2013

Men’s Group Bible Study (choir room)
Healing Service with Holy Eucharist
D.O.K.
Vestry Meeting
Healing Service with Holy Eucharist
Prayers & Squares
Healing Service with Holy Eucharist
D.O.K.
Inspirational Speaker, Connie Christiansen
(Dinner @ 5:30, Speaker @ 6:45)
Acolyte Lunch and Training
Lay Eucharistic Training
Epistle Deadline
Healing Service with Holy Eucharist

6:30 pm
6:00 pm
10:00 am
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
9:00 am
6:00 pm
10:00 am
5:30 pm
12:15 pm
12:15 pm
12:15 pm
6:00 pm

Recurring Events
Rector’s Sabbath is every Tuesday
AA meets every Monday at 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. in the Choir Room
Choir Practice (Check with your Choir Director)
Praise Team (Check with your Team Leader)
AA (Women’s group) meets Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in Parish Hall
Alanon meets every Thursday at 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in Classroom 40
Food Pantry is open every Wed.10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. & Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Gam-anon meets every Thursday 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the Choir Room
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Worship Leader Schedule
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
(1135 12th Street)
P. O. Box 737
Sparks NV 89432

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Phone: 775-358-4474
Fax: 775-313-0806
E-Mail: office@stpaulssparks.org
Web Site: www.stpaulssparks.org

Regular Holy Eucharist Worship Schedule
Sun., 9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship with Praise Team
Sun., 9:05 a.m. Children’s Sunday School
Sun., 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship with Choir and Organ
Sun., 5:00 p.m. Traditional Worship No Music
Thur., 6:00 p.m. Healing Service with Holy Communion
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